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KATHI VIESER BIANCO is a freelance writer from Long Island, New York, specializing in higher education 
and consumer marketing. The winner of multiple awards for both nonfiction and fiction writing, she holds a 
bachelor's degree from Northwestern University and master's degrees from New York Institute of Technology and 
the City University of New York-Queens College. 
 
LUCIE BRYAR earned a B.A. in English Communications from Rivier College in 1976. She has more than 20 
years experience in newswriting, marketing, and public relations, including nearly 14 years as a staff writer for 
Rivier College. In her current position, she produces the faculty/staff newsletter, Campus Forum; Bryar also 
writes marketing materials for admissions, copy for the college website, and feature and news articles for the 
magazine, Rivier Today. 
 
JOHN C. CAIAZZA, Ph.D., joined the Rivier community in 2001 as Financial Aid Director. After graduating 
Boston College, he went to Boston University graduate school receiving his doctorate in the Philosophy of 
Science in 1972. Caiazza taught philosophy before turning to academic administration and over the years had 
numerous publications in the area of science and culture. Caiazza now teaches part-time at Rivier. He and his wife 
Jo, a teacher, live in Atkinson, NH. 
 
J. DIANE CONNELL, Ed.D., is the Director of the Graduate Programs in Learning Disabilities and a tenured 
professor at Rivier College. She was elected as the Secretary of the Faculty Senate. Dr. Connell is dedicated 
to understanding the minds of teachers and students via using brain based learning. In July 2005, her first book 
came out titled, "Brain Based Strategies to Reach Every Learner," published by Scholastic. She has recent 
publications in Instructor, including "The New Gender Gap–Why are so many boys floundering while so many 
girls are soaring?" (March 2004); "Left Brain/Right Brain–Pathways to Reach Every Learner" (September 
2002); and an article on nonverbal learning disabilities titled "The Invisible Disability" (September 2003). 
She speaks frequently at national and regional conferences on the above topics. Dr. Connell is a frequent speaker 
on topics such as "Nonverbal Learning Disabilities and Dyslexia," "Using Multiple Intelligences in an Inclusion 
Classroom," and "The New Gender Gap: Understanding Brain Differences in the Classroom." Feel free to contact 
Dr. Connell at dconnell@rivier.edu. 
 
BRIAN COURTEMANCHE is the Regina Library Director at Rivier College, Nashua, New Hampshire. His 
professional focus is to continually provide the best possible library experience to patrons - a combination of 
resources, services, and place setting. Mr. Courtemanche is a member of several library organizations, including 
Beta Phi Mu, the international honor society of Library and Information Science professionals. When not 
attending to professional duties, Mr. Courtemanche makes his home in nearby Massachusetts, enjoying time with 
his wife and children.  
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier College, a 
Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a member. 
She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She is 
currently Director of the Rivier College Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the United 
States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the Armand 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
 



ABOUT THE AUTHORS  

Copyright © 2005 by Rivier College. All rights reserved.                   2 

Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the Deep, and publications 
of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
Dr. ALBERT DeCICCIO, Academic Dean, is in his sixth year at Rivier College. Before Rivier, he worked for 
twenty years at Merrimack College, until 1998, when he was asked to accept a position as Dean of the Graduate 
School at Wheelock College in Boston. In 1997-1998, DeCiccio completed a term as President of the 
International Writing Centers Association; in 2002-2003, DeCiccio ended a five-year term as co-editor of The 
Writing Center Journal. He regularly contributes articles and presentations about collaborative learning, writing, 
and writing center theory and practice. He has three times presented for the International Conference on the First-
Year Experience. 
 
Dr. BRYAN HIGGS is Assistant Professor of Computer Science at Rivier College. After earning his Ph.D. in 
Physics, Dr. Higgs entered the computing realm and worked in the computer industry for about 30 years. He spent 
20 years at Digital Equipment Corporation, and seven years at Oracle Corporation. During that time, he obtained 
an M.S. degree in computer science from Rivier College and also became an adjunct faculty member at Rivier, 
teaching computer science courses in the evenings over a period of 15 years. In 2002, he joined the full-time 
computer science faculty at Rivier. Since then, he has developed and taught courses in Computer Organization, 
Java Programming, High Octane Java, C++ Programming, Perl Programming, Database Management Systems, 
Multimedia & Web Development, Client/Server Computing, and Computer Security. Dr. Higgs is a member of 
the Association for Computing Machinery. He is Chair of the Faculty Development Committee of the Faculty 
Senate.  
 
TRACY KALOGEROPOULOS has always enjoyed writing poetry and recently has begun sending her work to 
various publications. Tracy believes many poems are waiting to be found in everyday life and has discovered 
poems in such places as a morning coffee cup, while walking the dog, and during a morning commute. Although 
working full time and going to school keeps her extremely busy, she always makes sure she has time to spend 
with her two sons, Stephen and Alex and her husband, Dave. 
 
AJAY KUMAR was born in Bangalore, India. He received his Bachelor of Science in Mathematics, Physics and 
Chemistry from Bangalore University in India in 1991. After emigration to the United States in 1996, he worked 
as a consultant and software developer for Unisys Corporation. Ajay is currently a computer programmer/analyst 
at TradePoint Systems in Nashua. He passed the Oracle Certified Associate exams. Ajay is pursuing a M.S. in 
Computer Science at Rivier College. 
 
CAROL A. LANGELIER, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Counseling Programs at Rivier 
College, is a licensed psychologist who has practiced in both clinical inpatient and outpatient settings as well as 
educational settings as a school counselor and school psychologist. For the past four years, she has been employed 
as a full time faculty member at Rivier College, teaching courses in counseling theory, techniques of counseling, 
abnormal psychology, diversity, and many other subject areas. Her publications include two books, published by 
Sage Publications, entitled Mood Management: A Cognitive Behavioral Skills Building Program for Adolescents, 
Workbook and Leader’s Manual. She has also published articles on Mood Management, Multicultural Identity 
Development, and Multicultural Aspects of the College Admission process. Her national and state conference 
presentations have included the American Counselor Association, the New Hampshire School Counselor 
Association, the Maine School Counselor Association, and the American Educational Research Association. 
 
JENNIFER LISKOW earned a master’s in writing and literature from Rivier College in 2002; she has worked in 
Rivier’s Development Office for the last seven years. Jennifer spends her free time preparing food in her vintage 
1950’s-style kitchen, practicing yoga, and listening to live music in Boston. 
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Dr. MARTIN MENKE is Associate Professor of History and Director of Secondary Social Studies Education at 
Rivier College. His primary research interest is in twentieth-century German political Catholicism. He holds a 
B.A. from Tufts University and an M.A. and Ph.D. from Boston College. He has published a number of 
encyclopedia articles, online chapters for a hybrid US History textbook. His most recent publication is the article 
"Thy Will Be Done: German Catholics and National Identity in the Twentieth Century" in the spring 2005 edition 
of The Catholic Historical Review. 
 
MARTIN N. MILKOVITS received his B.A. in philosophy of mathematics from Colby College in Waterville, 
ME. He received his Master of Science in Computer Science degree from Rivier College in Nashua, New 
Hampshire, in 2005. He is currently a software engineer at SeaChange International. His research interests are in 
performance modeling and analysis. Feel free to contact Martin at mmilkovits@alum.colby.edu. 
 
Dr. HOWARD S. MUSCOTT is professor of education and director of undergraduate special education 
programs and graduate programs in emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD) in the department of 
education at Rivier College. Dr. Muscott currently co-directs the New Hampshire Center for Effective 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports, a statewide technical assistance and training network aimed at 
promoting positive and preventive school discipline systems and improving the emotional well-being of 
all children including those with emotional/behavioral disorders. Muscott received his doctorate in 
educating students with EBD from Teachers College, Columbia University and joined the Rivier faculty 
in 1992. He has more than 30 years of experience in education ranging from preschool through high 
school and higher education. He has been a special education teacher and principal of three different 
schools for students with disabilities. He has been nominated for two national awards, United States 
Professor of the Year and the Thomas Ehrlich Faculty Award for Service-Learning, and was honored 
with an Excellence in Education Award by the New Hampshire College and University Council as the 
New Hampshire Professor of the Year in 2000. Muscott was named Distinguished Alumnae from the 
State University College at Buffalo, New York in 2003 for his lifelong commitment to special 
education. In 2004, the New Hampshire Chapter of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI-
NH) honored him with their Outstanding Special Educator of the Year Award. Dr. Muscott is nationally 
known for his work and publications in the fields of educating students with emotional/behavioral 
disorders, schoolwide discipline, and service-learning. A frequent keynote speaker and consultant to 
schools, he has delivered more than 250 presentations to educators and families in both New Hampshire 
and across the country. 
 
JULIA B. OSHER was born in Leningrad, U.S.S.R and moved to New Hampshire in 1982 where she spent the 
remainder of her childhood. She received her B.A. from University of Pennsylvania where she studied Physics 
and English. Currently Julia resides in Stamford, C.T. with her husband Seth and her three adorable sons, Aaron, 
Dov, and Chaim. 
 
Dr. VLADIMIR V. RIABOV, Associate Professor of Computer Science at Rivier College, teaches Computing 
Concepts & Tools, Networking Technologies, Software Engineering, Object-Oriented System Design, and 
System Simulation and Modeling. He received a Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics and Physics from Moscow 
Institute of Physics and Technology and M.S. in Computer Information Systems from Southern New Hampshire 
University. His hobby is digital photography. Some of Vladimir’s photos have been published in The Bedford 
Bulletin and The Goffstown News. He has also participated in the SNHU Community Art Shows and New 
Hampshire Art Association Photo Exhibitions. 
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Attorney CAROL ROLF is Assistant Professor and Director of the Criminal Justice and Legal Studies program 
at Rivier College and has taught business law courses for over 15 years. Before concentrating on teaching, 
Attorney Rolf practiced law full time for more than 20 years and is licensed to practice in New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts. As part of her general law practice, Attorney Rolf represented many business entities. In addition 
to a law degree, Attorney Rolf has a Masters in Business Administration and a Masters in Counseling, both of 
which complement the multi-disciplinary Criminal Justice program. 
 
EMILY SHAFFER grew up in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and has been writing poetry, fiction, plays, 
and essays since she was ten. She has an MFA in film production from Boston University and has worked in 
publishing and film in New York. She is currently co-writing a script and writes book reviews on young adult 
fiction for several websites. She has lived in Israel, London, and France, but considers home to be New York 
City. 
 
SUE E. SIEBERT is currently pursuing a B.A. in English at Rivier College. Among other things, she is a free-
lance writer whose work has appeared in The Equine Journal and Pepperell Free Press. She lives in Pepperell, 
MA with her husband, Loren, and two incredibly spoiled cats. 
 
DAVID SNOGLES is a Senior Hardware Engineer specializing in the development and verification of 
Application Specific Integrated Circuits (ASIC’s) for networking applications. He received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Computer Engineering Technology, summa cum laude, from the State University of New York 
at Utica in 1996. Graduate work was done at UMASS Lowell and Rivier College in Nashua, New Hampshire. He 
received his Master of Science in Computer Science degree from Rivier in 2005.  David's research interests 
include: Electronic Design Automation (EDA) Technologies, Hardware Description and Verification Languages, 
Constrained Random Testing, Encryption Technologies and Object-Oriented Programming. 
 
Sr. LUCILLE C. THIBODEAU, p.m., Ph.D., is Professor of English at Rivier College and teaches 
undergraduate courses in writing and literature as well as the Junior Honors Seminar. An alumna of Rivier, she 
holds the Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from Harvard University. Her field is lyric poetry in English, French, 
and Latin. A member of a number of professional organizations, she has published in several journals and has 
presented widely at national and international congresses. She has received numerous honors and awards, 
including the Walz Prize at Harvard. A past president of Rivier, Sr. Lucille is a Fellow of the American Council 
on Education (ACE), served as a mentor in the ACE Fellows Program, and along with several former presidents 
and chancellors from around the country has been invited to be a leadership team facilitator for ACE. 
 
Dr. KEVIN T. WAYNE, Assistant Professor of Business Administration at Rivier College, earned his 
doctorate in Business Administration from the Huizenga Graduate School of Business & 
Entrepreneurship at Nova Southeastern University. He received his Bachelors from the University of 
Massachusetts-Lowell and a Masters in Business Administration from Southern New Hampshire 
University. Kevin’s professional background has included marketing and business development 
positions mainly in the medical device and technology industries. He was also co-founder of a 
successful medical technology start-up company. His research interests include entrepreneurship, 
technology transfer, new product development, and the marketing of innovations. 
 
Dr. ELIZABETHADA  A. WRIGHT is Associate Professor of English and Communication at Rivier 
College. With a Ph.D. in Communication and Rhetoric from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and an M.A. from 
Columbia University, she has published several articles on public memory. She has also published work on the 
nineteenth-century newspaper columnist Fanny Fern. 
 
Photograph on the cover page by FJ Gaylor Photography. 


