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CONVOCATION IMMERSES NEW STUDENTS INTO
ACADEMIC LIFE

Jennifer J. Liskow ’02G*
(From: Campus Forum, September 14, 2007)

Students head to lunch after Convocation.

Many of Rivier’s newest students got their first sense of Rivier’s mission at Academic Convocation on
Tuesday, September 4, 2007. During the Mass of the Holy Spirit, Sr. Jeanne Perreault explained, “Rivier
has a legacy of reaching out to the poor, the needy, the powerless,” as a basket full of supplies for Anne-
Marie House was brought up to the altar.

Dr. Sharon Dean, Professor of English, gave students background on Louisa May Alcott’s novel
Little Women, the Alcott family, and the community of Concord, Mass., which influenced Geraldine
Brooks’ novel, March, the common reading for first-year students. “March is a fictional account of a
fictional account—Brooks takes many liberties with historical records,” Dean told the audience. “What
are you to make of this fictional account?”

Dean said that the book can help us see the world through the eyes of others and help us engage in
conversation about issues that are relevant in our world today. “Relevance to the current war in Iraq runs
loudly through March,” Dean said, citing questions the book raises about torture, the use of rape as a
weapon, and how to differentiate between enemies and friends. “What is a just war?”” Dean asked.
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Convocation concluded with the College song. Students proceeded to the Dion Center for lunch,
and then participated in first-year seminar sessions where faculty and students discussed the issues
brought up in March and in Dean’s address. Academic Dean Dr. Al DeCiccio attended several of the
sessions and said, “I can tell you the faculty and the students were indeed engaged. It was a great way to

begin the year.” m
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Wy Mass of the #oly Spirit &

Welcame
VWillkam Farrell, Ph.I, Presidect

Gaihiering Hygmn

Here iw this place new light 1= streaming, sow (= the
darkness vanished awerg,

See tn this space owr fears and our dreamings, brought
here to you in the light of this day.

Gather us in the ot and forsaken, Gather us in the Blind
and the hame;

Call to ws nene, and we shall eveaken, we shall arise at che
sonnd af our name.

We are the young - owr lives are a noysry, we are the
olid - vl ye @ for your face,

Wi lerve been sung throughoat ail of kistry, called to be
light for the whole humas race.

Gather ws in the nch and the Raughty, Gather us in the
proad and the strowg;

Give us a heart so meek and so loely, give us the courage
to enter the song,

Here we will take the wine and water, here we will take
the bread of new birth,

Here yon shall cail your sons and your daughters, call us
anew to be salt for the earth,

Gve us to drink the wine of compassion, Give us o eat
the bread chat is you;

Mowrish us well, and teack us o fashion fives that are
holy and bearts that are true.

Mot v the dark of baildings confiving, wor in some
heaven, light years ey,
But kere tn this place the new light is shining now is the
Eingdom, now #s the dery,
Goather ws tnand hold us forever, Gather us in and make
US Four meen
Cather s in - ail peoples together, fire af love in our
Mesh and our bowes,
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Sa, carry your candle, run o the darkness, seck
out the hopeless, confused and tore.

Hold oat yvour candle for ail o see it Take yoar
camdle and go light our world,

Take your candle and go Hght your world,

So carry your canddle, run o the darkness, seek one
the loweky the tired awd wom,

Hold pat your candle for ail o see it Take yoar
camdle and go light vour world,

Take your candle and go Hght o world
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* JENNIFER LISKOW works as a Public Relations and Web Writer in the Office of Marketing and Communications and teaches in
Rivier’s Professional Communications program. Jenn earned her bachelor’s in English and communications from Notre Dame College in
Manchester, N.H. in 1996. In 2002, she completed her master’s in writing and literature at Rivier. She began writing in junior high
school; since then, she has had poems, short stories, features, and essays published. In her free time, Jenn enjoys practicing yoga, ten-pin
bowling, and listening to live music with her husband, Tim.



