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HELEN BALLOU has lived in Brookline, NH for most of her life; the happiest years being the last 11 with her 
wonderful husband, Pete. She is a sophomore in Rivier College’s Human Development, Early Childhood 
Education, and Special Education program. She is a peer tutor for the First-Year Seminar (FYS), Religion. She 
will continue to shine on and she hopes that the reader will as well. 
 
SUSAN E. BARBARO, Ph.D., obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree from Concordia University, Montreal, 
Quebec, and Master of Science and Doctorate from the University of Waterloo, Ontario. Her desire to understand 
and protect the environment has always played an important role in determining Susan’s research interests. In 
particular, she is interested in the microbial ecology of fresh water and soil ecosystems. Susan has studied and 
conducted research related to microbial physiology, biological control, and bioremediation. Her first full-time 
teaching position was at Delaware State University, a Historical Black College. She joined the faculty at Rivier 
College in 2003. 
 
DENISE BAXTER, Ed.D., has been a nurse for thirty-two years and has been teaching for twenty-five years.  
Dr. Baxter earned her B.S. in Nursing from Boston College, M.S. in Primary Care (Family) from the University 
of Massachusetts at Lowell, and Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration from Vanderbilt University. She 
began her nursing career in pediatrics and then entered the military (army nurse corps) for eight years. She 
worked in a variety of areas in nursing, although her first love has always been maternal-child health. She started 
teaching in an LPN program and found that she also loved teaching. She taught a variety of course there and then 
moved to teaching in an Associate degree program at Rivier. She taught courses including Maternal-Child Health, 
Adult Medical-Surgical Nursing, and Trends and Issues in Nursing. She is currently teaching in the Baccalaureate 
and Master’s degree programs at Rivier College. In addition, Baxter is a Family Nurse Practitioner in Lowell, 
where she helped establish a Growth & Nutrition Clinic sponsored by the MA Department of Public Health for 
children with various growth issues such as Failure to Thrive. She also works as an RN on a Family Birth Unit. 
 
CHARLES W. BEVIS is a graduate student in the M.A. in Writing and Literature Program at Rivier College. He 
earned his B.A. from the University of New Hampshire and currently works as editor-in-chief of research 
publications at Financial Research Corporation. Charlie is also a freelance writer who specializes in the cultural 
history of baseball. He has written three books, in addition to numerous articles; his latest book, The New England 
League: A Baseball History, 1885-1949, will be published by McFarland & Company Publishers in December of 
2007. 
 
KATHI VIESER BIANCO is a freelance writer from Long Island, New York, specializing in higher education 
and consumer marketing. The winner of multiple awards for both nonfiction and fiction writing, she holds a 
bachelor's degree from Northwestern University and master's degrees from New York Institute of Technology and 
the City University of New York-Queens College. 
 
LUCIE BRYAR earned a B.A. in English Communications from Rivier College in 1976. She has more than 20 
years experience in news-writing, marketing, and public relations, including 14 years as a staff writer for Rivier 
College. In her current position as a writer for Southern New Hampshire Medical Center, Bryar produces the 
employee newsletter. She also writes for the hospital magazine, as well as contributes to the production of 
collateral marketing material. 
 
CHRISTINA CARUSO is a senior at Rivier College. She is majoring in Communications with concentrations in 
Photography and Video Production with minors in Studio Art and English. She wrote this paper for her junior 
year seminar class called Mass Media and Propaganda. She also presented this in front of her peers during the 
Junior Year Seminar Colloquium. Christina works at the college bookstore in her spare time, likes hanging out 
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with her friends and visiting exciting places to take photographs. She hopes to some day be able to work with art 
museums or advertising. 
 
CAROLYN CHOATE is producer and host for TV13 Nashua, a low-power television station serving greater 
Nashua with studios on the campus of Rivier College. Her program, “142 Main,” covers local issues and the 
people and places that make this corner of the world unique. As a breast cancer survivor, Carolyn devotes much 
of her time to the Breast Cancer Education Initiative for Low-Income & Minority Women, which she established 
in 2004 to educate women about early detection and to offer financial assistance if diagnosed. She received her 
Master’s Degree in writing from Rivier in 2006 and lives in Nashua with her husband and two daughters. 
 
KAREN COOPER is the Executive Director of Development and Marketing in Rivier College. As a Senior Staff 
member, she directs the Office of Development & Alumni Relations and the Office of Marketing & 
Communications. Karen has been with the College for seven years. Cooper is a graduate of Merrimack College in 
North Andover, Massachusetts, with a degree in English and Psychology. She earned her M.B.A. with a 
marketing concentration from Rivier in 2003. In addition to her responsibilities at Rivier, she serves on the 
steering committee for IUGO, an organization for young professionals in the Greater Nashua area, and was 
recently appointed to the Board of Trustees for the Academy of Notre Dame in Tyngsboro, Massachusetts. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier College, a 
Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a member. 
She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She is 
currently Director of the Rivier College Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the United 
States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the Armand 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C. 
Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the Deep, and publications 
of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
CLIFFORD DAVIS is Associate Professor and Department Coordinator in the Department of Art at Rivier 
College. Using familiar cultural and archetypal references, Clifford Davis' painting explores the boundary 
between the seen and unseen. Fluidly moving between humor and horror, tradition and invention, his work taps 
into the deep-seated human need to understand the transcendent world through symbol. Clifford holds the MFA in 
Painting from Cranbrook Academy of Art and teaches painting and drawing at Rivier College. 
 
Dr. SHARON L. DEAN, a professor in the Rivier College’s Department of English and Communications, 
teaches introductory writing and literature courses as well as upper level and graduate courses in American 
Literature. She is the author of three books published by the University of Tennessee Press: Constance Fenimore 
Woolson: Homeward Bound (1995), Constance Fenimore Woolson and Edith Wharton: Perspectives on 
Landscape and Art (2002), and Constance Fenimore Woolson: Selected Stories & Travel Narratives (edited with 
Victoria Brehm, 2004). 
 
Dr. ALBERT DeCICCIO, Academic Dean, is in his eighth year at Rivier College. Before Rivier, he worked for 
twenty years at Merrimack College, until 1998, when he was asked to accept a position as Dean of the Graduate 
School at Wheelock College in Boston. In 1997-1998, DeCiccio completed a term as President of the 
International Writing Centers Association; in 2002-2003, DeCiccio ended a five-year term as co-editor of The 
Writing Center Journal. He regularly contributes articles and presentations about collaborative learning, writing, 
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and writing center theory and practice. He has three times presented for the International Conference on the First-
Year Experience. 
 
LEONARD DENEAULT is the Executive Director for MassExcellence, a state Baldrige-based pro-
gram providing leadership a proven business framework enabling them to achieve measurable improvements in 
excellence. Len is also the founding partner for the leadership consulting firm, The Northeast Center for 
Excellence. As an adjunct professor at Bentley College and Rivier College, he brings to students a wide range 
of experience in government, high-tech manufacturing, non-profit, and healthcare. In addition, he has served as a 
Senior and Alumni Examiner on the Board of Examiners for the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Malcolm 
Baldrige National Quality Program, whose charter is to improve national competitiveness and organizational 
excellence by building active partnerships in and among the private and public sector, and all levels of 
government. This year, he is a co-author of the Baldrige-2007 Case Study used to train all National and 
State Program Examiners. 
 
STACIE L. DERDERIAN is a senior at Rivier College. She is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Mathematics and a Minor in Spanish. Stacie has written a poem entitled "What Should I Do?" Typically Unusual, 
the online Rivier magazine, has published this poem. She has worked as a library assistant and a math tutor at 
Rivier College. Stacie has also served as a Reading Buddy at an elementary school in Nashua, NH. In the past, 
she volunteered for various community services, such as "Penny Pickers" of Nashua. Stacie enjoys swimming, 
gymnastics, and playing the clarinet. 
 
Dr. MARCOUX FAIIA is a Professor of Sociology and the Director of the Sociology Program. She joined the 
faculty at Rivier as an adjunct in 1978. She was half time from 1980 until joining full time faculty in 1988. Dr. 
Marcoux Faiia has a Masters of Social Work from Boston College and a Ph.D. in Sociology/Anthropology from 
Northeastern University. She has served on many committees at Rivier including the Heritage Day committee, 
Diversity committee, Rank and Tenure Committee, and the Faculty Grievance Committee. Dr. Marcoux Faiia 
initiated and organized the Sexual Assault and Harassment Education (SAHE) office on campus and was the 
Director of the Women's Studies program for seven years. Dr. Marcoux Faiia's research interests are in deviant 
behavior, popular culture and women's issues. She spent a sabbatical year studying women in Nepal and a second 
sabbatical working on a text in the area of substance abuse. She has given numerous research papers and 
presentations on topics as varied as date rape, beauty pageants, hackers and perverts in cyberspace, shoplifting, 
socialization into "vampire" subcultures, and gay marriage. She has participated at international conferences 
in Nepal, Ireland, Spain, Scotland and at Oxford University. 
 
JENNIFER FERGUSON is a Reference Librarian at The Rivier College Regina Library.  
 
VEDAVINAYAGAM GANESAN received his Bachelor’s degree in Electronics and Communication 
Engineering from Pondicherry University, India in 1994. He worked as a Telecommunication R&D Design 
Engineer at Larsen and Toubro Limited, Mysore, India, and he was with Future Software Limited, Chennai, India 
as a technical leader. He moved to the United States in 2000 and worked as a Principal Systems Engineer/Senior 
Engineering Project Manager for Future Communications Software Inc. (FCS), CA, where he was responsible for 
managing data communication software development projects and generating businesses from FCS clients. 
Currently, he works as a Principal Software Engineer at Nortel Networks Inc., pursuing his MBA at Graduate 
Business School, Rivier College. His technical interests are in computer network security and services, and his 
management interests are in corporate finance and strategic management. 
 
Dr. RICHARD J. GREENE was born in 1949 in New York and moved to Alabama in 1959 to escape anti-
Indian sentiment then prevalent in Western New York. After college, he taught a year in a rural Alabama mill 
town before joining the Peace Corps. Dr. Greene has been an adjunct in Computer Science at numerous 
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universities over the past 30 years, most recently as a Senior Lecturer in Computer Science at Rivier College. The 
name “Greene” is an “Americanization” of Greenblanket, the nickname given to his ancient ancestor by the 
British Troops quartered at Fort Niagara prior to the revolutionary war. 
 
Dr. BRYAN HIGGS is an Associate Professor of Computer Science at Rivier College. He earned a B.Sc. 
(Honors) in Physics from the University of Liverpool, United Kingdom, and subsequently M.Phil. and Ph.D. 
degrees in Physics from Yale University. He then changed fields, and joined Digital Equipment Corporation 
where he worked for 20 years in a variety of positions, culminating in the Database Engineering group. In 1994, 
Digital sold its Database business to Oracle Corporation, and Dr. Higgs transferred to Oracle, together with the 
rest of the Database group. He worked for Oracle in their Software Engineering group for 7 years. In 2002, Dr. 
Higgs decided to return to academia, and joined the full-time Computer Science faculty at Rivier College, where 
he has worked ever since. His major interests are Database Systems, programming languages (especially Java and 
C/C++), Computer Security, and Web development. Recently, he has become interested in scripting languages, 
including Perl, Python, JavaScript, PHP, and Ruby. Dr. Higgs is a member of the Association for Computing 
Machinery. He is Chair of the Faculty Development Committee of the Faculty Senate. 
 
THERESA KEANE has a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education and English from the State 
University of New York at Plattsburgh and a Master’s Degree in School Administration from Rivier College. She 
currently teaches third grade at New Searles Elementary School in Nashua. Prior to working for the Nashua 
School District, Theresa was the director of The Children’s Winter Garden Preschool in Nashua for eight years. 
She resides in Nashua with her husband and is the mother of three daughters. 
 
JENNIFER LISKOW works as a Public Relations and Web Writer in the Office of Marketing and 
Communications and teaches in Rivier’s Professional Communications program. Jennifer earned her bachelor’s in 
English and communications from Notre Dame College in Manchester, N.H. in 1996. In 2002, she completed her 
master’s in writing and literature at Rivier. She began writing in junior high school; since then, she has had 
poems, short stories, features, and essays published. In her free time, Jennifer enjoys practicing yoga, ten-pin 
bowling, and listening to live music with her husband, Tim. 
 
RONALD McCLURE is a Professor in the Department of Art at Rivier College. He holds B.B.A. from 
University of Cincinnati, B.F.A. from San Francisco Art Institute, and M.F.A. from Rhode Island School of 
Design. Ron McClure's digital images combine photographs of objects from reality with expressions of his own 
inner vision. His work connects the visible and invisible worlds in landscapes whose objects and structures 
symbolize our relationship to nature, where he envisions the presence of God manifested. Ron teaches 
photography, digital imaging, animation, and web design. 
 
In addition to serving as JYS Director, Dr. MARTIN MENKE serves as Associate Professor of History and 
Director of Secondary Social Studies Education. He earned his bachelor's degree in history from Tufts University 
and his doctorate from Boston College. He has published on German political Catholicism in the Catholic 
Historical Review and Kirchliche Zeitgeschichte. He regularly presents at regional and national conferences. 
 
A former teacher, curriculum specialist, and superintendent of schools, Dr. CHARLES L. MITSAKOS is 
professor of education and chair of the education division at Rivier College. He is the author or co-author of more 
than twenty history, geography, and social studies textbooks, workbooks, and multimedia programs for 
elementary and secondary schools. He has served as educational consultant to schools and school districts in 
fifteen states, U. S. Virgin Islands, U. S. Department of Defense Dependents Schools, and Ministries/Departments 
of Education in Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, and Jamaica. He is a past president 
and now serves as treasurer of the Social Science Education Consortium, an affiliate of the National Council for 
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the Social Studies. A freelance travel writer, Dr. Mitsakos has had articles published in periodicals throughout 
New England. 
 
DARLENE NADEAU is a Coordinator for the Service Learning Department at Rivier College. 
 
DONNA PAGE is an Assistant Director for User Services at The Rivier College Regina Library. 
 
PAULA T. RANDAZZA is the Residence Life Assistant to the Vice President for Student Development. 
 
Dr. JEROME L. REKART is an Assistant Professor of Psychology and the Director of the Behavioral Science 
Laboratory at Rivier College. He earned his bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from Indiana University and his 
master’s degree and doctorate from Northwestern University. Before coming to Rivier College in 2006, he was a 
postdoctoral fellow in developmental neurobiology at the McGovern Institute for Brain Research at M.I.T. He has 
published on a variety of different topics, including Alzheimer’s disease, emotional memory, and learning-
induced axonal growth and is the co-author of the post-translational modification theory of memory 
perseverance. His current research examines how emotions influence information storage in humans. 
 
Dr. VLADIMIR V. RIABOV, Associate Professor of Computer Science at Rivier College, teaches Introduction 
to Computing, Networking Technologies, Software Engineering, Object-Oriented System Design, System 
Simulation and Modeling, and Professional Seminar in Computer Science. He received a Ph.D. in Applied 
Mathematics and Physics from Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology and M.S. in Computer Information 
Systems from Southern New Hampshire University. Vladimir published about 100 articles in encyclopedias, 
handbooks, journals, and international and national conference proceedings, including The Internet Encyclopedia, 
The Handbook of Information Technologies, The Handbook of Computer Networks, Journal of Spacecraft and 
Rockets, Journal of Aircraft, Journal of Thermophysics and Heat Transfer, Proceedings of International 
Congress of Aeronautical Sciences, International Symposia on Rarefied Gas Dynamics and Shock Waves, 
International Conferences on Computer Science and Information Systems, Conferences of American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics, and others. He is a member of ACM, AIAA, IEEE, and MAA. His hobby is digital 
photography. Vladimir’s photos have been published in The Bedford Bulletin and The Goffstown News. He has 
also participated in the SNHU Community Art Shows and New Hampshire Art Association Photo Exhibitions. 
 
Dr. VIRGINIA RYAN is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Rivier College since 1999. She earned a 
Ph.D. from Boston College in 1998 (Dissertation: “Physician-Assisted Suicide from a Social Justice 
Perspective”), M.A. in Special Education from Assumption College (1989), M. Div. from Andover Newton 
Theological School (1977), and B.A. from Boston College (1974). Dr. Ryan teaches courses in Bioethics, 
Christian Ethics, Environmental Theology, Biblical Theology, and Feminist Theology & Spirituality. Before 
becoming a college professor, Virginia was a hospital chaplain, patient representative, and youth minister. She is 
a Board Member and Section Convener (Theology, Ecology and Natural Science) of the College Theological 
Society and an active member in the Catholic Theological Society of America and the Society of Christian Ethics. 
She is on the Advisory Board and Ethics Committee of Notre Dame Health Care Center in Worcester, MA. Dr. 
Ryan has spoken to various groups on such topics as ecotheology, justice in the Church, spirituality and sexuality, 
and bioethics. She lives in Worcester, Massachusetts, married to Neil Castronovo. They have two daughters, 
Elizabeth, 21 and Annie, 15. 
 
ARTI SOOD received her Bachelor’s degree in Science and Education from Punjab University, India. After 
obtaining P.G. Diploma in Computer Science, she worked as database application developer. She moved to the 
U.S. in 1996 and worked with Emerging Markets, Inc., and Gambit Communications, Inc. on web development 
and network simulation tools till 2005. Arti works currently as Senior Quality Assurance Engineer at Juniper 
Networks, Inc. developing security products and pursuing M.S. in Computer Science at Rivier College. 
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HERMAN T. TAVANI, Ph.D., is Professor of Philosophy, Coordinator of the Philosophy Department, and 
Director of the Liberal Studies Program at Rivier College. His recent books include Ethics and Technology (John 
Wiley & Sons, 2nd ed. 2007), Ethics, Computing, and Genomics (Jones and Bartlett, 2006), and two anthologies 
co-edited with Richard Spinello: Intellectual Property Rights in a Networked World (IGI Publishing, 2005) and 
Readings in Cyber Ethics (Jones and Bartlett, 2nd ed. 2004). His Handbook of Information and Computer Ethics 
(co-edited with Kenneth Himma) is forthcoming from John Wiley & Sons in 2008. 
 
Photography by JODIE ANDRUSKEVICH and KATHY MACKAY. 


