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“I want (my children and grandchildren) to know that anyone can do anything at 
any age,” — Donna McDonough, evening student, B.A. Human Development, 
minor in social work 
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When people ask Donna McDonough why she 
would go back to school at age 60, she responds with 
a question of her own: “Why wouldn’t I?” 

“I decided to go back to school on a whim,” she 
says. “I always wanted to go to college, but I was 
part of a generation where it wasn’t as important for 
women to go to school as it was for a man.” She 
began working as soon as she graduated high school, 
then got married and started a family. “I always 
managed to work my way into a good job,” she says. 
“The only thing holding me back was not having a 
degree.” 

Donna started with her associate degree at a 
community college, then decided to pursue a 
bachelor’s at Rivier. Donna sees earning her degree 
as a way she can be a role model for her children and 
grandchildren. “I want them to know that anyone can 
do anything at any age,” she says. 
Donna’s classes also help her in her job. As a job 
placement specialist for Easter Seals, she helps 
veterans and people with documented disabilities 
find employment. She enjoys the challenge of 
running both the Nashua and Manchester Easter 
Seals offices. “I like working in two different 
cities—sometimes it’s a balancing act,” she says. 

Donna also enjoys having classes with students of different ages; she says people contribute ideas from 
many different perspectives. Donna says what she’s learning often confirms her gut instincts. “When you’ve 
done the work before going to school, you’ll cover something in class and think, oh, good, I did that right,” 
she says. 
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