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Rivier welcomes class of 2013 at Mass of the Holy Spirit and Academic Convocation 

 

  

  

The 2009-2010 academic year officially began with a College-wide Mass of the Holy Spirit and 
Academic Convocation on September 8, 2009. Rivier President, Dr. William Farrell, opened the 
proceedings by welcoming first year students, faculty, and staff to the new academic year, especially 
addressing the incoming class of 2013. 

Brother Paul Demers officiated the Mass and offered prayers of peace and strength for all to 
weather the struggles that lay ahead both on campus and throughout the world. Demers offered his 
blessings for the class of 2013, new faculty and staff, the three new athletic teams and new athletic 
facilities, new academic programs, and the accreditation process for the nursing, education, and business 
departments. Pointing to the mission of the College, Demers concluded that "what we do on this very 
first day of the academic year speaks volumes of what we are about here at Rivier College." 

Following the Mass, president of the Student Government Association, Bethanie Gentile '10, 
introduced two esteemed faculty members, Susan Barbaro, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Biology and 
Elizabethada Wright, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English, to speak to the class of 2013 about the 
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theme of their upcoming First Year Seminar program. Addressing and expanding upon the ideas and 
themes presented in the common reading, "Deep Economy" by Bill McKibben, both Barbaro and Wright 
encouraged students to consider their impact on the world beyond their immediate college community. 
Barbaro challenged students to consider that acquiring an education merely to gain wealth will not in 
itself guarantee a happier life. Barbaro cited research in the field of microbiology and environmental 
science to explain how growth can have a negative effect on the planet and how one's actions impact the 
globe, not just one's community. 

Wright followed Barbaro's speech with an appeal to students to take advantage of the opportunity 
that a college education presents. Sharing personal accounts of transformational experiences, Wright 
explained that every person has the capacity to move forward even after debilitating events. Wright also 
expressed the willingness of Rivier faculty to be available to students to help them with their journey. 
"We want you to knock on our office doors," she said. "We want to get to know you." 

As the official opening of the academic year, the 2009-2010 Academic Convocation initiated new 
students and faculty into the Rivier community. Conveying the mission of the College to promote 
academic excellence and social outreach, Wright summed up the message students walked away with: 
"You can reach higher to become better." 

 

 

 

 

________________________ 
* Retrieved November 15, 2009, from the Rivier College Website, http://www.rivier.edu/news/Default.aspx?ID=12722. 
_____________________________ 
**JENNIFER LISKOW is Rivier’s Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications and teaches in the College’s 

Professional Communications program. Jennifer earned her bachelor’s in English and communications from Notre Dame 
College in Manchester, N.H. in 1996. In 2002, she completed her master’s in writing and literature at Rivier. She began 
writing in junior high school; since then, she has had poems, short stories, features and essays published. She serves on the 
Board of Directors for NH Roller Derby, the state’s first competitive flat-track roller derby league.  
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