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Dr. ANN ACKERMAN earned her Ph.D. from North Texas State University where her academic concentration 
was in 19th – 20th Century Intellectual History. Today, her research interests include the history of early Eastern 
European Jewish Settlement of Dallas, the Status of Social Studies Instruction in the United States, and contem-
porary European History. Dr. Ackerman is Chair of the Nashua Ethnic Awareness Committee, member of 
numerous professional organizations, and a former member of the Nashua Board of Alderman. She is the 
recipient of three prestigious fellowships: Fulbright – Hays, Goethe Institute TOP, and Korean Studies Workshop.  
She is an Associate Professor of Education at Rivier College. 
 
LOUISE A. AUCLAIR, CSC, Ph.D., earned a B.A. (English and Elementary Education) from Notre Dame 
College, a M.ED. (Reading) from Salem State College, and a Ph.D. (Higher Education) from Boston College. She 
was director of the Undergraduate Elementary Education program and the Graduate Reading program at Rivier 
College from 2002 to 2009. Prior to that, she taught graduate and undergraduate courses, was director of the 
Graduate Division, Dean of Education at Notre Dame College, and was instrumental in developing a teacher 
preparation program in Cap-Haitien, Haiti. From 1995 to 2003, she served as Dean of the Faculty of Education at 
Regina Assumpta in Haiti and was the liaison between that institution and Notre Dame College. She has served as 
a member of the Manchester Diocesan School Board, and on the Executive Board for Southern New Hampshire 
Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa for several years. In 2004, she received the Campus Compact for New Hampshire – 
Presidents’ Good Steward Award. Sr. Louise specializes in the areas of Children’s Literature and the teaching of 
Literacy in the Elementary Schools. Currently, she is an adjunct professor at Merrimack College in North 
Andover, MA. 
 
SUSAN E. BARBARO, Ph.D., obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree from Concordia University, Montreal, 
Quebec, and Master of Science and Doctorate from the University of Waterloo, Ontario. Her desire to understand 
and protect the environment has always played an important role in determining Susan’s research interests. In 
particular, she is interested in the microbial ecology of fresh water and soil ecosystems. Susan has studied and 
conducted research related to microbial physiology, biological control, and bioremediation. She joined the faculty 
at Rivier College in 2003. Dr. Barbaro is an Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Department of Biology. 
 
CELSO BARRIGA is a Rivier family member. He is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
JESSICA (JAIMEE) BELLISSIMO grew up in Tyngsboro and is currently a resident of Dracut, Mass. She is a 
graduate in English from the University of Massachusetts–Amherst and is currently studying Writing and 
Literature from Rivier College. She works as a transportation manager for the MVRTA in Haverhill, Mass., and 
worked for UMass Transit in Amherst, Mass., before that. She has been published in Penny Dreadful and The 
Hampshire Gazette and is currently working on a collection of short stories. 
 
KATHI VIESER BIANCO is a freelance writer from Long Island, New York, specializing in higher education 
and consumer marketing. The winner of multiple awards for both nonfiction and fiction writing, she holds a 
bachelor's degree from Northwestern University and master's degrees from New York Institute of Technology and 
the City University of New York-Queens College. 
 
ELIZABETH BISBING is a student at Rivier College. She is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo 
Contest-2009. 
 
ERIC BLACKBURN is a Coordinator of Student Activities and Orientation in Office of Student Development at 
Rivier College. 
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JAMES W. BROOKS is a student in M.B.A. Program at Rivier College. He is a participant of the Rivier 
Community Photo Contest-2009.  
 
LUCIE BRYAR earned a B.A. in English Communications from Rivier College in 1976. She has more than 20 
years experience in news-writing, marketing, and public relations, including 14 years as a staff writer for Rivier 
College. In her current position as a writer for Southern New Hampshire Medical Center, Bryar produces the 
employee newsletter. She also writes for the hospital magazine, as well as contributes to the production of 
collateral marketing material. 
 
SUSAN H. CALL is the Associate Director of Admissions Operations at Rivier College. She is a participant of 
the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
JADEN CARRIER is a Rivier family member. Jaden is the youngest (8-year-old) participant of the Rivier 
Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier College, a 
Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a member. 
She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She is 
currently Director of the Rivier College Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the United 
States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the Armand 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C. 
Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the Deep, and publications 
of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
BRIAN DOUCET is a student in M.B.A. Program at Rivier College. He is a participant of the Rivier Community 
Photo Contest-2009. 
 
Dr. MARCOUX M. FAIIA is a Professor of Sociology and the Director of the Women’s Studies Program. She 
joined the faculty at Rivier as an adjunct in 1978. She was half time from 1980 until joining the full time faculty 
in 1988. Dr. Marcoux Faiia has a Masters of Social Work from Boston College and a Ph.D. in 
Sociology/Anthropology from Northeastern University. She has served on many committees at Rivier including 
the Women’s Studies Committee, three terms on the Rank and Tenure Committee, member of the Heritage Day 
committee and the Multi-Cultural Office Advisory Committee. She was chair of the Faculty Grievance 
Committee. Dr. Marcoux Faiia initiated and organized the Sexual Assault and Harassment Education (SAHE) 
office on campus.  Dr. Marcoux Faiia's research interests are in deviant behavior, substance use, popular culture 
and women's issues. She spent a sabbatical year studying women in Nepal and a second sabbatical working on a 
text in the area of substance abuse. This text has been published and is entitled, “Substance a Use and Abuse: 
Exploring Drug and Alcohol Issues”.  She has given numerous research papers and presentations on topics as 
varied as date rape, beauty pageants, hackers and perverts in cyberspace, shoplifting, socialization into "vampire" 
subcultures, gay marriage and perceptions of safety and privacy on Facebook. She has presented at several 
international conferences including ones in Nepal, Ireland, Spain, Scotland and at Oxford University. In March 
2009 she presented a paper on gender symbols at the ESS and in June 2009 she also presented a paper at the 
University of Provence in Aix en Provence, France. The topic of that conference was women and spirituality. In 
November 2009 she will give a paper in New Orleans at the Association of Humanist Sociologists on “Women 
Behind Bars”. 
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JANE FARRELL is a RISE student. She is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
JENNIFER FERGUSON is a Reference Librarian at The Rivier College Regina Library. 
 
LAUREN GRADY ’10 is a student in the Division of Nursing at Rivier College. She is a participant of the Rivier 
Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
PATRICIA GRANGER is a senior student in B.A. Graphic Design Program at Rivier College. She received the 
Second Prize and Honorable Mention Award at the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
Dr. RICHARD J. GREENE was born in Niagara Falls, New York in 1949 and moved to Huntsville, Alabama 
on Veteran’s Day in 1959. Ironically his neighborhood in Alabama consisted of both German and American 
Veterans of World War II. Many of his boyhood playmates were the children of the German rocket scientists of 
Werner Von Braun’s rocket team as well as the children of the U.S. bomber pilots who bombed Peenemunde, the 
Nazi center for rocketry in World War II. 
 
MICHAEL HEARN is a Reference Librarian at The Rivier College Regina Library. He is a participant of the 
Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
SIENNA HORTA is a student in the Division of Nursing at Rivier College. She is a participant of the Rivier 
Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
THOMAS JACKSON is currently a student at Rivier pursuing a Master of Arts in Teaching Social Studies. Tom 
is a graduate of both Augsburg College and St. Paul College and has spent over twenty years working in the 
Electronic Design Automation industry holding various application engineering and product marketing roles.  
Tom lives with his wife and family in Merrimack, New Hampshire. 
 
KAREN S. JOHNSON is a student in B.A. in Communications (Evening) Program at Rivier College. She is a 
participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
JAMES KELLY is a 2008 graduate from Rivier College and received his bachelor’s in communication. Upon 
completion of his degree he began writing on the side for the Campus Forum and for the Rivier Today Magazine. 
He is also continuing on with his education and is currently on track to graduate in 2010 with his M.B.A. When 
not studying, Jim’s hobbies include film, writing, martial arts, and hockey. 
 
APRIL-LYNN KILLORAN works in the Rivier Copy Center. She is a participant of the Rivier Community 
Photo Contest-2009. 
 
MADELEINE LaROSE ’66 is a RISE student. She is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-
2009. 
 
ALECSANDRA LINDSAY is a Rivier family member. She received the Third Prize and Honorable Mention 
Award at the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
JENNIFER LISKOW is Rivier’s Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications and teaches in the 
College’s Professional Communications program. Jennifer earned her bachelor’s in English and communications 
from Notre Dame College in Manchester, N.H. in 1996. In 2002, she completed her master’s in writing and 
literature at Rivier. She began writing in junior high school; since then, she has had poems, short stories, features 
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and essays published. She serves on the Board of Directors for NH Roller Derby, the state’s first competitive flat-
track roller derby league. 
 
PAUL A. LIZOTTE, Ph.D., is Professor of the Department of English and Communication at Rivier College. He 
received a Ph.D. (English) from Pennsylvania State University, M.A. (English) from the University of Virginia, 
and A.B. (English, Minor in Philosophy) from Boston College. Dr. Lizotte specializes in British Romantic and 
Victorian Poetry, 19th Century British Novel, Modern American Poetry, Literature of the Environment, and 
Literary Theory and Criticism. He is a Member of the Rivier Faculty since 1980 serving as Chair of the English 
and Communications Department for nine years (1983-1992). Currently, Dr. Lizotte is the Director of the 
College’s Honors Program, and Director of the Freshman Writing Seminar program. 
 
DEB McGRATH is a RISE student. She is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
BRENDA McKEAN is a Housekeeper at Rivier College. She received the First Prize at the Rivier Community 
Photo Contest-2009. 
 
CAITLIN McKEAN is a student at Rivier College. She is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-
2009. 
 
DORIE McKEEMAN is a student in Professional Writing and Graphic Design Certificate Programs at Rivier 
College. She is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
ROBERT T. McLAUGHLIN, Ph.D., chaired Rivier College’s education division in 2008. He oversees 
professional educator preparation program approval for the NH Dept. of Education. His three children, he enjoys 
telling them, are usually cute and adorable; with his wife he provides a home for four border collies, who all are 
cute and adorable. He founded and chaired the International Society for Technology in Education’s interest 
groups on innovative learning technologies and digital equity, serves on the national commission on technology 
and the future of teacher education, and is senior fellow for the Stokes Institute for Opportunity in STEM 
Education. 
 
Dr. MARTIN MENKE received his B.A. from Tufts University, and his M.A. and Ph.D. from Boston College. 
He is Professor of History, Department Coordinator and JYS Chair at Rivier College. His research focuses on 
20th-century German political Catholicism, particularly on the German Center Party of the Weimar Republic. He 
has published articles on questions of Catholicism and German national identity and is working on a monograph 
concerning the long-term causes of the German Center Party’s vote to support the Enabling Act of 1933. 
 
LYNESSA MOSES is a Specialist in the Office of Human Resources at Rivier College. She is a participant of 
the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
SARAH PALING CARDOSO is currently completing her M.A.T. in English. She holds a Bachelor's of Arts in 
English and a teaching certification from the University of Dayton, in Dayton, Ohio. She is in her tenth year of 
teaching English at Nashua High School South and still enjoys (almost) every moment that experience brings. She 
and her husband, Tiago Cardoso, live in Nashua, NH. In May 2010 they are expecting their first child. 
 
Dr. IVOR PATTISON earned his B.S. degree from the University of Massachusetts, Lowell, M.S. in Adult 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing from Boston College, and Ph.D. (Doctoral Fellowship) in Clinical Decision 
Making (Nursing) from Boston College. Ivor has practiced as a Psychiatric Nurse for the past 40 plus years. For 
the first half of his career he held a number of positions in psychiatric hospitals and units, both in the United 
Kingdom and in the USA. These positions ranged from working as Psychiatric Staff RN to serving as an 
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Associate Vice President for Psychiatric Nursing Services. In his mid career, Ivor worked as a consultant to a 
variety of hospitals and nursing homes in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine as they moved to establish, 
or improve, the quality of care on inpatient psychiatric and Alzheimer’s Disease units. Since 1995 Ivor has taught 
within the Division of Nursing at Rivier College. He maintains a private mental health practice in Nashua New 
Hampshire where he provides care to adults and elders who suffer from depression, anxiety, mood disorders and 
dementia. 
 
Prof. SHELI PETERSEN, Chair of the Interdisciplinary Colloquium Committee, is an Associate Professor of 
Art at Rivier College. She teaches illustration, design, animation and Game Design. Sheli Petersen’s art career 
began at three with crayon drawings of the solar system. After receiving a BFA from Missouri State University, 
she worked as a graphic designer and illustrator in Kansas City, MO. Her Master’s thesis project at Savannah 
College of Art & Design evolved into her first published children’s book, Magali—An Aztec Legend of Good 
Fortune, written by Patricia Petersen. Sheli’s clients include National Heritage Museum, McGraw-Hill, 
Renaissance House, and Highlights Magazine. Over the past decade, Sheli has focused on the art of the book. Her 
children’s book illustration and design emphasizes myth as a powerful tool to teach us about ourselves and about 
our journey through life. The children’s book is a perfect vehicle for myth, helping children to develop a sense of 
themselves, this world, and the world beyond the visible. 
 
DENISE R. PETZ is currently completing her final year at Rivier College, pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Modern Language Education (with a minor in English). She makes her home here in Nashua, NH, with her 
husband, Matt, and their four children. Denise enjoys spending time with her family here and up north, at their 
home in Campton, NH, where there’s time for reading, writing, painting, four-wheeling, and good old-fashioned, 
front-porch sitting. 
 
KAREN L. PRATT is the Administrative Assistant in the Division of Liberal Arts at Rivier College. She is a 
participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
PAULA T. RANDAZZA is the Assistant Vice President for Student Development and Director of Student Life; 
most of the faculty, staff and students within the River community know her as Raz – especially the students she 
advises within the student government association. Raz joined the Rivier community in the fall of 1993; before 
that time she was the Assistant Director of Residential Life at Assumption College in Worcester, MA. She earned 
a Master of Education in Higher Education Administration and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in 
General Counseling from Springfield College; her Bachelor’s degree in Sociology/Social Work is from the 
Massachusetts College of the Liberal Arts. 
 
CHRISTINE REALE ’08 is a Rivier family member. She received the Honorable Mention Award at the Rivier 
Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
Dr. JEROME L. REKART is an Assistant Professor of Education and Psychology and the Director of the 
Behavioral Science Laboratory at Rivier College. He earned his bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from Indiana 
University and his master’s degree and doctorate in psychology (concentration in Brain, Behavior and Cognition) 
from Northwestern University. Before coming to Rivier College in 2006, he was a postdoctoral fellow at the 
McGovern Institute for Brain Research at M.I.T. He has published on a variety of topics related to learning and 
memory. His current research examines 1) how emotions influence information storage in humans and 2) how 
knowledge of the interaction between emotion and memory can inform pedagogy. 
 
VLADIMIR V. RIABOV, Ph.D., is a Professor of Computer Science at Rivier College. He is a participant of the 
Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
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JONATHAN ROBBINS is a student in A.S. in Nursing (Evening) Program at Rivier College. He is a participant 
of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
AUDREY ROGERS, M.A., M.Ed., is currently a Ed.D. student in the Division of Education. She is an Assistant 
Professor in the School of Education at Southern New Hampshire University. Her current research focuses on 
electronic portfolios at the K-12 and post-secondary levels. 
 
KATE RUSSELL is an Electronic Information Librarian of The Rivier College Regina Library. 
 
MARGARET A. SHAW is currently in M.A. Writing and Literature Program at Rivier College. She earned her 
B.S. in Elementary Education and Psychology degree from the University of Massachusetts/Boston. Peggy taught 
at a kindergarten for 15 years. She was an ESL tutor for immigrants for 5 years. She and her husband Thomas live 
in Hudson, NH. They enjoy sailing the Prickly Heat in Wellfleet, MA and in Lake Winnisquam, NH, cross 
country skiing at Windblown, and bike riding on the Niagara Water Front in Canada. They do not have pets, but 
neighborhood cats do enjoy playing mortal combat with the field mice that inhabit their fieldstone foundation. 
 
TEJINDER SINGH is a Software Engineer at Harte Hanks Data Technologies. He received his Master’s Degree 
in Computer Information Systems from Rivier College in 2009. He grew up in India where his mother was a 
preschool teacher and father served in the Indian Air Force. He has a younger brother who is an Electronic 
Engineer. After completing his undergraduate degree in Mechanical Engineering, Tej worked for an ancillary unit 
of Maruti, a car company in India. He came to the United States in 1999 as a Software Engineer for the company 
he is currently employed with. Tej is married to Raj who is a high-school teacher at a local public school. He has 
two sons, who are 13 and 11 years old. He loves all sporting and outdoor events, particularly soccer and tennis, 
and enjoys cooking and listening to music. 
 
STEPHANIE SMART is a graduate student in the Division of Education at Rivier College. She is a participant 
of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
ARTI SOOD received her Bachelor’s degree in Science and Education from Punjab University, India. After 
obtaining P.G. Diploma in Computer Science, she worked as a database-based application developer. She moved 
to the U.S. in 1996 and worked with Gambit Communications, Inc. on network simulation tools and with Juniper 
Networks, Inc. on wireless networking technologies. Since March 2008, she is employed by F5 Networks, Inc. as 
Sr. Test Engineer, working on file virtualization and data storage technologies. Arti is pursuing M.S. in Computer 
Science at Rivier College. 
 
DAN SPEIDEL is the Library Director of The Rivier College Regina Library. 
 
Upon completion of his undergraduate education at Louisiana College, Dr. JOEL L. STAKE began working at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette on his master’s degree during which he first started studying scleractinian 
corals and developing and interest in teaching. After a shift in research focus to molecular biology and phylo-
genetics, Dr. Stake’s dissertation research focused on understanding the relationships of species of coral from two 
genera found throughout the western Atlantic and Caribbean. Dr. Stake’s research has taken him to places 
throughout the Caribbean, including Belize, Jamaica, and Panama. After completing his doctoral degree at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, he accepted a postdoctoral research position at the University of the Virgin 
Islands located in St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands. There he continued to study the phylogenetic and 
evolutionary relationships of corals. He joined the faculty at Rivier in fall 2008. 
 
DANIEL SZILAGYI is an Information Technology Manager working for the Department of Defense at 
Hanscom Air Force Base in the Plans and Programs department. Daniel has over eleven years working for the 
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DoD and the United States Air Force. He has received two Associates in Information Management and Criminal 
Justice from the Community College of the Air Force. Daniel has also completed his Undergraduate degree in 
Information Technology and is currently pursuing his Masters degree in Computer Information Systems from 
Rivier College as well. Daniel enjoys restoring his 1952 Chevrolet Pickup and remodeling his old house in his 
spare time. 
 
JOSEPH THOMPSON received an Associates Degree in Physical Therapy from Newbury College and has been 
a practicing therapist for twenty years. He is an Individual Studies major with a concentration in History at Rivier 
College, and will graduate in fall 2009. Upon graduation, his plan is to attend graduate school to complete a 
Masters Degree, while maintaining the possibility of eventually completing a Ph.D. in History. 
 
KATELYN TOCCI is currently a senior at Rivier College with a tri-major of Elementary Education, Special 
Education, and Human Development. She has been employed with the 21st Century program since her senior year 
of high school as a dance teacher. Katelyn has also been involved with the Nashua Actorsingers where she has 
performed both on stage and behind the scenes as a choreographer for several of the Jr. Actorsingers productions. 
In the future she hopes to attend graduate school to obtain a Master’s degree in the areas of reading and learning 
disabilities. 
 
LEANNA MARGARET WALTERS is an undergraduate student at Rivier College. She is a participant of the 
Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
Dr. ELIZABETHADA A. WRIGHT is Associate Professor of English and Communications at Rivier College. 
She has a Ph.D. from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, an M.A. from Columbia University and a B.A. from 
Hamilton College. A rhetorical theorist, she writes and publishes on collective memory, material culture, as well 
as nineteenth-century women’s rhetoric and education. Before joining academia, she worked in the professional 
theater, and still participates in the theatre business to some degree. She is also active in her community and has 
published poetry. 
 
BRAD WUORINEN ‘06G is a Graphic Designer in the Office of Marketing & Communications at Rivier 
College. He is a participant of the Rivier Community Photo Contest-2009. 
 
JEFF WYMAN is a Master of Writing and Literature candidate at Rivier College. His poetry has been published 
in a forthcoming issue of Breadcrumb Scabs magazine. In addition to writing, he enjoys drinking coffee, pacing 
around his apartment, and going to the beach during Nor’easters. 
 
Photography by JODIE ANDRUSKEVICH, ROBERT CARLIN, PEYTON HOGE, DEBBIE NORDYKE, 
JEFF SIMONEAU, and THE RIVIER WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM 


