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Convocation introduces first-year students to academic life at Rivier 

 

 
Dr. Naomi Schoenfeld delivers the Convocation address. 

 
On September 7, 2010, members of the College’s newest class got their first taste of life in the 

Rivier community. Vice President for Academic Affairs Sr. Therese Larochelle welcomed students to 
Academic Convocation and the Mass of the Holy Spirit, a celebration of the College’s mission and the 
start of the new academic year. 

Associate Professor of Religious Studies Dr. Virginia Ryan read a prayer by Fr. Pedro Arrupe, 
who was the Jesuit Superior General from 1965 to 1983. “Nothing is more practical than finding God, 
that is, than falling in a love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your 
imagination will affect everything. It will decide what will get you out of bed in the mornings, what you 
will do with your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, who you know, what breaks 
your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide 
everything,” Dr. Ryan said. “Let us remember this prayer as we begin a new academic year and a new 
experience for many of you: college.” 

Student Government Association president Lauren Hall introduced the Convocation speaker, Dr. 
Naomi Schoenfeld, Assistant Professor of Education. “This summer, you were asked to read Three 
Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace… One School at a Time by Greg Mortenson. I’d 
like to begin by reading the opening of a very different story,” Dr. Schoenfeld said. 

MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ACADEMIC CONVOCATION 
(September 7, 2010)* 

 
Jennifer J. Liskow’02G** 



MASS OF THE HOLLY SPIRIT AND ACADEMIC CONVOCATION (SEPTEMBER 7, 2010) 

                        2  

Dr. Schoenfeld read the first lines of The Epic of Gilgamesh, one of the earliest works of literature 
know to man. Based on a real ruler 6,000 years ago in what is now Iraq, the story was passed down for 
three thousand years before a young Mesopotamian priest named Sin-liqe-unninni wrote his version on 
clay tablets which were buried in the ruins of Nineveh, and discovered by archeologists in 1849. Dr. 
Schoenfeld emphasized that the story survived because the priest wrote it down, capturing it for future 
generations. 

“This is the power of written language. When one learns to read, the first and most profound effect 
is that one is suddenly part of a global conversation – able to tell one’s own story, and to learn from the 
stories of others whom we will never meet. These stories provide windows into worlds that would 
otherwise vanish with their deaths of their authors,” Dr. Schoenfeld said, citing the Diary of Anne Frank 
and Helen Keller’s autobiography as examples. 

In Three Cups of Tea, Greg Mortenson travels to the lands of Gilgamesh on a quest to bring schools 
to an area of Pakistan experiencing political unrest. Dr. Schoenfeld explained that access—or lack of 
access—to education is often used as a means of controlling social power. She cited Rivier College and 
the many schools established by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary as evidence that school projects 
make a difference. 

“The school-builders in Three Cups of Tea are at the start of their journey. They can only imagine 
the effect that the children and grandchildren of these first pupils arriving in their schools will have in 
restoring their country. We do not have to imagine. We are the effect, and the most recent chapter of 
Anne-Marie Rivier’s legacy. Like the power of the written word, our very presence reaches across the 
boundaries of time and place to remind each other that change for the better, no matter how hard, is 
possible,” Dr. Schoenfeld said. 

The readings at the Mass of the Holy Spirit tied into the themes in Three Cups of Tea. A reading 
from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, who tended to value some gifts more than others, serves as a 
reminder that all gifts come from God and that we are responsible for using our gifts well and sharing 
them with the community. The parable of the good Samaritan emphasizes the importance of being a 
good neighbor and taking action to help those in need. The Mass celebrated Rivier’s mission in a special 
way, introducing it to the Class of 2014. � 

 

 
 
______________________ 
* Retrieved November 15, 2010, from the Rivier College Website, http://www.rivier.edu/news/Default.aspx?ID=17268 
_____________________________ 
**JENNIFER LISKOW is Rivier’s Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications and teaches in the College’s 

Professional Communications program. Jennifer earned her bachelor’s in English and communications from Notre Dame 
College in Manchester, N.H. in 1996. In 2002, she completed her master’s in writing and literature at Rivier. She began 
writing in junior high school; since then, she has had poems, short stories, features and essays published. She serves on the 
Board of Directors for NH Roller Derby, the state’s first competitive flat-track roller derby league.  
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