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My brother and sister, 
they know the way. 
I sit, my tiny hands  
holding on  
to the gunnel. 
 
My brother  
in the stern 
paddles without effort. 
He is watching 
the rising sun. 
 
My sister  
in the bow 
looks  
the other way. 
She does not paddle. 
 
I look behind 
and see my reflection 
in the blue  
and green 
marbled water. 
 
We are drifting away 
from the shore 
in daddy’s red canoe. 
Our journey has only  
just begun. 
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