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SUSAN E. BARBARO, Ph.D., obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree from Concordia University, Montreal, 
Quebec, and Master of Science and Doctorate from the University of Waterloo, Ontario. Her desire to understand 
and protect the environment has always played an important role in determining Susan’s research interests. In 
particular, she is interested in the microbial ecology of fresh water and soil ecosystems. Susan has studied and 
conducted research related to microbial physiology, biological control, and bioremediation. She joined the faculty 
at Rivier University in 2003. Dr. Barbaro is an Associate Professor of Biology. 
 
AMY BASBAS holds a B.A. in English and Theatre Arts with a Concentration in Secondary Education from 
Assumption College and is a summer 2012 graduate of Rivier University’s M.A.T. program for teachers of 
English. She has been a writing consultant at Rivier’s Writing & Resource Center since 2010, and teaches 9th and 
10th grade English at Notre Dame Academy in Tyngsboro, MA, where she is also advisor to the creative writing 
club, dance team, and director of this fall’s drama production. She resides in Nashua, NH, with her husband of a 
little over a year.  
 
JUDITH BENNETT is a writer for Rivier Today. 
 
LUCIE BRYAR earned a B.A. in English Communications from Rivier College in 1976. She has more than 20 
years experience in news-writing, marketing, and public relations, including 14 years as a staff writer for Rivier 
College. In her current position as a writer for Southern New Hampshire Medical Center, Bryar produces the 
employee newsletter. She also writes for the hospital magazine, as well as contributes to the production of 
collateral marketing material. 
 
Dr. DONALD R. BURLESON served as Professor of Mathematics at Rivier College from 1981 to 1996 and also 
taught courses in fiction writing in the English Department and courses in applied statistics in the MBA program. 
In 1996 he and his wife Mollie moved to Roswell, New Mexico, where Dr. Burleson served as director of one of 
the computer labs at Eastern New Mexico University at Roswell and then transferred to the Mathematics 
Department before retiring in 2007. He is the author of twenty-two books, over a hundred short stories, and 
numerous journal articles. 
 
KAREN COOPER is the Executive Director of Development and Marketing in Rivier University. As a Senior 
Staff member, she directs the Office of Development & Alumni Relations and the Office of Marketing & 
Communications. Karen has been with the University for eight years. Cooper is a graduate of Merrimack College 
in North Andover, Massachusetts, with a degree in English and Psychology. She earned her M.B.A. with a 
marketing concentration from Rivier in 2003. In addition to her responsibilities at Rivier, she serves on the 
steering committee for IUGO, an organization for young professionals in the Greater Nashua area, and was 
recently appointed to the Board of Trustees for the Academy of Notre Dame in Tyngsboro, Massachusetts.  
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier 
University, a Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a 
member. She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She 
is currently Director of the Rivier College Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the 
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United States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the 
Armand Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, 
Washington, D.C. Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the 
Deep, and publications of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA).  
 
TIMOTHY DOHERTY, Ph.D., is Professor and Coordinator of the Department of English and Communications 
at Rivier University, where he also directs the campus writing program and the Center for Faculty Excellence. He 
received his Ph.D. in English from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1996. His scholarship focuses 
on the integration of dialogue and deliberation in college writing instruction. His most recent publication is 
entitled “Lessons from the Believing Game,” which appeared in the Winter-2010 issue of The Journal for the 
Assembly on Expanded Perspectives on Learning. 
 
PATRICIA GARRITY is the Director of Marketing and Communications at Rivier University. 
 
RICHARD W. JOHNSON, JR. is a student in Rivier University’s Doctor of Education Degree Program (Cohort 
3).  Rick received a B.A. in Business Administration from the University of Puget Sound. He earned his M.P.A. 
from Golden Gate University, and holds a M.S. in Information Technology Management from Franklin Pierce 
College, where he was inducted into the Sigma Beta Delta Honor Society.  Rick serves as an Assistant Professor 
in the Business Administration Division, where he is the Director for the B.S. in Transnational Security Studies 
Degree Program. 
 
PAUL A. LIZOTTE, Ph.D., is Professor of the Department of English and Communication at Rivier University. 
He received a Ph.D. (English) from Pennsylvania State University, M.A. (English) from the University of 
Virginia, and A.B. (English, Minor in Philosophy) from Boston College. Dr. Lizotte specializes in British 
Romantic and Victorian Poetry, 19th Century British Novel, Modern American Poetry, Literature of the 
Environment, and Literary Theory and Criticism. He is a Member of the Rivier Faculty since 1980 serving as 
Chair of the English and Communications Department for nine years (1983-1992). Currently, Dr. Lizotte is the 
Director of the College’s Honors Program, and Director of the Freshman Writing Seminar program. 
 
Dr. TERESA D. MAGNUS is a Professor in the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science and Director 
of Mathematics Education at Rivier University.  She received her Ph.D. from the University of Virginia where she 
studied geometries coordinatized by non-division rings. Dr. Magnus appreciates the value of a liberal arts 
education from a Catholic college.  In addition to her fourteen years teaching at Rivier University, she taught for 
five years at Saint Mary’s College and completed her undergraduate studies at the University of Dallas. 
 
ROBERT MARCEAU wrote his first computer program in October, 1969 on a DEC PDP-8/I running TSS/8. 
Since that time, he has earned a B.S. and M.S. in Mathematics from the University of Massachusetts - Lowell and 
is currently enrolled in the Computer Science Ph.D. program there. He is also expecting to complete his M.S. in 
Computer Science at Rivier University in spring 2013. He has spent over thirty years in the software industry and 
is currently an Adjunct Faculty member at Nashua Community College teaching a variety of Mathematics and 
Computer Science courses. 

PATRICIA SCHAPPLER, a Senior Lecture in the Department of Art at Rivier University, earned her B.F.A. 
and M.F.A. degrees in Drawing and Painting. The daughter of Larry and Shirley Elliott, Patricia is one of eleven; 
her mom, one of nineteen; her dad, one of six, and her husband and she have four children… aunts and uncles, 
and cousins in the fiber of their walls, and in the laughter and tears of births, and deaths, and well lived lives. She 
believes creation is innate, a space to search, a place of prayer, a point of departure. 
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MARY SLOCUM is a Computer Scientist working on her Masters at Rivier University. She resides in Nashua, 
NH with her husband and two daughters. She is originally from New York where she worked in NYC before 
relocating to New England. She enjoys running half marathons and has a black belt in karate. 
 
DAN SPEIDEL is the Library Director of The Rivier University Regina Library. 
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