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OLGA BENTSMAN KUNDRA BARRON was born in Russia and spent the second half of her childhood in 
New Hampshire. Her interest in photography was first piqued by her family’s purchase of an Olympus OMG 
camera which she took on her hikes around New Hampshire and later to Israel and the Nepal Himalayas. 
Eventually, Olga traded New Hampshire’s White Mountains for the Colorado Rockies, where she lives full time 
with her husband. She is an avid hiker, runner, skier, SCUBA diver and photographer. 
 
SAMANTHA E. CABRAL is an Assistant Director of The Rivier University Regina Library. 
 
Dr. CYNTHIA L. CAMERON is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at Rivier University.  She earned her 
Ph.D. in Theology and Education from Boston College, where her research focused on adolescent girls, 
developmental psychology, and practices of Catholic schooling.  Her current research interests include the ways 
in which age is considered in Catholic theological anthropology. In addition to Rivier University, she has taught at 
Boston College, Loyola University New Orleans, and Sacred Heart University.  She also had an 18-year career as 
a teacher and administrator in Catholic secondary education.  She can be contacted at ccameron@rivier.edu. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier 
University, a Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a 
member. She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She 
is currently Director of the Rivier University Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the 
United States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the 
Armand Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, 
Washington, D.C. Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the 
Deep, and publications of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
PROF. JOHN J. CUPAK taught Computer Science courses at Rivier University from spring 2014 to summer 
2018. He is a member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE) and the Association for 
Computing Machinery (ACM), having served as president for the ACM chapter in Rome, NY. He has a B.A. in 
Biology with a mathematics minor from the Utica College of Syracuse University, and a M.S. in Computer 
Science from the State University of New York at Albany (SUNYA) that he earned in 1975. Prof. Cupak worked 
as a software engineer for over 40 years, and has brought his experience in computer-system design, development, 
documentation, and testing to his courses at local colleges and universities. An avid educator, he researched and 
implemented the pioneering “Flipped Classroom” methodology in the Department of Mathematics and Computer 
Science at Rivier University. He notes that “Teaching is a learning experience - for the student and the teacher as 
well.” Since retiring in 2018, John and his wife have relocated to Florida. 
 
GEORGE A. DITZEL III is a graduate student at Rivier University. He will be completing his Master’s degree 
in Computer Science in spring 2021. Prior to that he had obtained a B.S. in Computer Engineering from Spring 
Garden College, Chestnut Hill, PA. This work (based on his final capstone project in the CS699A Professional 
Seminar in fall 2020) has inspired his work in robots at his company along with an interest in developing solution 
to support social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
ABBIE JOY is an Acquisitions and Serials Librarian at The Rivier University Regina Library. 
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KATHLEEN MACFARLINE is a Research & Instruction Librarian at The Rivier University Regina Library. 
 
MICHELLE MARRONE is a writer for the Rivier Today magazine. 
 
WILL MEDLEY is passionate about riding the wave of tech advancements to enhance the online higher 
education experience. On a professional level, he works for Wiley Education Services as a Process Specialist 
partnering with over 50 universities across the country to optimize the student recruitment experience. On a 
personal level, he could not be happier to have graduated with his M.S. in Computer Information Systems from 
Rivier University in fall 2020. He lives in Denver, Colorado, enjoys hiking and walking his dog, Jojo, and has 
been spending time during quarantine making much needed improvements to his cooking skills. 
 
RITA NAUGHTON, Ph.D., an assistant professor of TESOL, has taught at Southern New Hampshire University 
(SNHU) since 2008. Courses taught in the SNHU Master of Arts (MA) in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages (TESOL) program include Listening, Speaking & Pronunciation, Language Curriculum Design and 
Implementation, and Reading Writing and Vocabulary Techniques. Her ongoing areas of research are Teacher 
Education in the field of TESOL, Academic Reading and Writing for Second Language Learners, Learning 
Strategies, as well as Metacognition and Intercultural Education. Prof. Naughton holds a Ph.D. in Intercultural 
Education from the Cook School of Intercultural Studies, Biola University, a M.Ed. in Secondary English, Middle 
School English and English as a Second Language Education from the University of Massachusetts-Lowell, and a 
B.A. in English and Spanish from the University of Massachusetts-Lowell. 
 
RUSSELL NORRIS, MS, MEP, is the Director of Security Studies within the Division of Business and Security 
Studies at Rivier University. He is an Assistant Professor in the undergraduate Homeland & International Security 
and Cybersecurity Management programs. He received a Master’s degree from the U.S. Air University, Air 
Command and Staff College (Military Arts & Science; concentration in Joint Special Operations), Master 
Exercise Practitioner credential from the Department of Homeland Security’s Emergency Management Institute 
(DHS, EMI), and B.A. from the University of South Carolina in Government & International Studies (GINT). 
Professor Norris is a retired Marine Corps Officer and a subject matter expert in international affairs and global 
security operations. He is an interagency professional having completed numerous interagency programs and 
served with multiple governmental agencies around the world. 
 
KATHRYN PITTEN, RN, BSN, M.Ed., received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from Boston 
College in 1990 and her Master’s degree in Mental Health Counseling from Rivier University in 2010. Her 
previous works have been published in Boys’ Quest, Club Connection, High Beam, Parent and Preschooler 
Newsletter: North Shore Child and Family Guidance Association Inc., Mental Health Association of Erie County, 
NY, and InSight: Rivier Academic Journal. Her work experience includes psychiatric nursing and nursing 
education. Kathy is an employee of Alkermes, Inc. She lives in Merrimack, NH with her husband, and they have 
three grown children. 
 
MELISSA MARIE SCACCIA is a two-time graduate of Rivier University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Management, and Master of Science in Computer Information Systems. Melissa’s career has involved 
supporting regulatory compliance within the life sciences industry, with a passion for computerized systems. She 
recognizes the opportunity companies have in leveraging computer systems to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness. Through this publication, Melissa aims to increase awareness of the global supply chain network, 
inspiring others to adopt new technologies for heightened visibility into their operations amid the pandemic of 
today, while preparing for the new normal of tomorrow. 
 
DAN SPEIDEL is the Library Director of The Rivier University Regina Library. 
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Sr. LUCILLE C. THIBODEAU, p.m., Ph.D., is Professor Emerita of English and Writer-in-Residence at Rivier 
University. She received her Ph.D. in Comparative Literature (English, French, and Medieval Latin literatures) 
from Harvard University in 1990. A Fellow of the American Council on Education, she is a former president of 
Rivier (1997-2001). Because of her presentations, publications, and teaching focusing on justice for animals, she 
was appointed in November 2020 a Fellow of the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics. 
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