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pilgrimage in winter under 
a war-torn sky 
colors of brown and red 
of bankrupt hope and fire 
glaze into broken pottery and vacant stares 
he passes beneath 
tremor shocks and the whistling 
whoorooos 
of flying missiles 
 
pilgrimage into sizzling  
firebombed villages 
walks never seen passes 
winter battalions and grimy parapets 
pockmarked and poignant 
walks never seen, a shadow 
past springtime massacres and pyres 
 
peaceful quiet pilgrimage 
he moves softly as whispers and he rolls 
he swings his tireless scythe 
one falls begrudging, another, and 
still again they fall 
in quantities unnumbered 
but even Death 
marvels at the waste 
 
even Death shudders a sigh 
at all the waste 
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