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Dr. JOSEPH R. ALLARD is a professor of Business and Vice President for Academic Outreach at Rivier 
College. 
 
SUSAN E. BARBARO, Ph.D., obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree from Concordia University, Montreal, 
Quebec, and Master of Science and Doctorate from the University of Waterloo, Ontario. Her desire to understand 
and protect the environment has always played an important role in determining Susan’s research interests. In 
particular, she is interested in the microbial ecology of fresh water and soil ecosystems. Susan has studied and 
conducted research related to microbial physiology, biological control, and bioremediation. She joined the faculty 
at Rivier College in 2003. Dr. Barbaro is an Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Department of Biology. 
 
KATHI VIESER BIANCO is a freelance writer from Long Island, New York, specializing in higher education 
and consumer marketing. The winner of multiple awards for both nonfiction and fiction writing, she holds a 
bachelor's degree from Northwestern University and master's degrees from New York Institute of Technology and 
the City University of New York-Queens College. 
 
LUCIE BRYAR earned a B.A. in English Communications from Rivier College in 1976. She has more than 20 
years experience in news-writing, marketing, and public relations, including 14 years as a staff writer for Rivier 
College. In her current position as a writer for Southern New Hampshire Medical Center, Bryar produces the 
employee newsletter. She also writes for the hospital magazine, as well as contributes to the production of 
collateral marketing material. 
 
JOHN CAIAZZA is a Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at Rivier College. He received his Ph.D. in Philosophy of 
Science from Boston University in 1972. His commentary on Pope Benedict’s Regensburg Address is scheduled 
to appear this year in Homiletic and Pastoral Review. He can be reached at jcaiazza@rivier.edu. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier College, a 
Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a member. 
She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She is 
currently Director of the Rivier College Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the United 
States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the Armand 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C. 
Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the Deep, and publications 
of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
TIMOTHY DOHERTY, Ph.D., is Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Department of English and 
Communications at Rivier College, where he also directs the campus writing program. He received his Ph.D. in 
English from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1996. His scholarship focuses on the integration of 
dialogue and deliberation in college writing instruction. His most recent publication is entitled “Lessons from the 
Believing Game,” which appeared in the Winter 2010 issue of The Journal for the Assembly on Expanded 
Perspectives on Learning.  
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Lyric Soprano YELENA DUDOCHKIN burst onto the opera scene as “a welcome change of pace” this past 
year. She debuted with Opera Boston as Podtochina's Daughter in The Nose in February 2009 with great success, 
and recently won First Prize in the American Fine Arts Festival competition, subsequently performing in the 
winner’s concert at Carnegie Hall, Weill Recital Hall. She has also performed as a soloist to much acclaim, in 
numerous prestigious venues such as Alice Tully Hall in New York, Jordan Hall at the New England 
Conservatory, Mikkeli Hall in Finland, Palazzo di Boncompagni in Italy, and the Russian Consulate in New York. 
She graduated from Columbia University while studying piano with Oxana Yablonskaya at Julliard and voice at 
Manhattan School of Music with Lynne Owen, performing in many concerts as a soprano soloist. Yelena was then 
invited to join The Mariinsky Opera Academy for Young Singers, where she was encouraged by Elena Obraztsova 
and Larisa Gergieva to pursue a career in opera. In fall 2009 Yelena performed in numerous opera concerts, 
studied with Mirella Freni in Italy and will return to the Mariinsky in the spring. Previous Composer Anniversary 
Series at New England Conservatory include: Salute to Dmitry Shostakovich; Tribute to Michail Glinka; 
Celebration of Elgar and Chaminade; and Salute to Puccini on his Centennial. 
 
LISA ENRIGHT is the Director of Academic Advising at Rivier College. She received her M.A. in 
Communication degree from the State University of New York at Albany in 1994 and B.A. in Political Science 
degree from Utica College of Syracuse University, in 1993. Lisa joined Rivier College in May 2002 as the 
Evening Academic Advisor before being promoted to Director of Advising in July 2004. Lisa now oversees both 
day and evening nursing advising offices and also continues to serve as the academic advisor for all B.S. evening 
nursing students. Before coming to Rivier, Lisa served as an adjunct humanities faculty member and academic 
advisor at New Hampshire Community Technical College (NHCTC) at Nashua. Prior to working at NHCTC, Lisa 
was the Elderhostel Summer Program Coordinator and Marketing Assistant for the University of New England’s 
(UNE) Office of Continuing Education, Biddeford, ME. Before going to UNE, Lisa worked as a Staff Assistant 
for the Office of the Provost, State University of New York System Administration. Lisa is a member of the 
National Association of Academic Advisors (NACADA). 
 
Dr. SUSAN E. GATELY has over 30 years of experience in special education in both public and private school 
settings. She started her career as a learning disabilities specialist and as a special education self contained 
classroom teacher. She worked as the Assistant Director of Education in charge of curriculum and instruction at a 
residential treatment center for emotionally disturbed children and as a special education administrator for a small 
regional school in Massachusetts. She has also been a consultant to school districts in areas of literacy 
development for students with disabilities, behavior management, and assessment. Currently Dr. Gately is an 
associate professor of education and Director of the General Special Education certification program at Rivier 
College in Nashua, New Hampshire. 
 
PAMELA GRAESSER is the Director of Counseling Services. She joined the staff at Rivier in 1992. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts from Keene State College and a Master in Counseling Psychology from Antioch New England 
University. She serves on the Emergency Operations Planning Committee, the Behavioral Assessment Team and 
is a Co-Chair of the Task Force on Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs. Pamela credits her mother with teaching 
her to live in the moment. 
 
Dr. BRYAN J. HIGGS holds a B.Sc. in Physics from the University of Liverpool, UK, and M.Phil. and Ph.D. 
degrees in Physics from Yale University. In 1974, he moved into the computer industry and joined Digital 
Equipment Corporation where he worked for 20 years in a variety of positions. In 1994, Dr. Higgs transferred to 
Oracle, together with the rest of Digital’s Database group, and worked in their Software Engineering group for 7 
years. In 2002, Dr. Higgs joined the full-time Computer Science faculty at Rivier College, and retired in 2008. His 
major interests are database systems, programming languages (especially Java and C/C++), computer security, 
and Web development. Recently, he has become interested in scripting languages, including Perl, Python, 
JavaScript, PHP, and Ruby. 
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JENNIFER LISKOW is Rivier’s Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications and teaches in the 
College’s Professional Communications program. Jennifer earned her bachelor’s in English and communications 
from Notre Dame College in Manchester, N.H. in 1996. In 2002, she completed her master’s in writing and 
literature at Rivier. She began writing in junior high school; since then, she has had poems, short stories, features 
and essays published. She serves on the Board of Directors for NH Roller Derby, the state’s first competitive flat-
track roller derby league. 
 
PAUL A. LIZOTTE, Ph.D., is Professor of the Department of English and Communication at Rivier College. He 
received a Ph.D. (English) from Pennsylvania State University, M.A. (English) from the University of Virginia, 
and A.B. (English, Minor in Philosophy) from Boston College. Dr. Lizotte specializes in British Romantic and 
Victorian Poetry, 19th Century British Novel, Modern American Poetry, Literature of the Environment, and 
Literary Theory and Criticism. He is a Member of the Rivier Faculty since 1980 serving as Chair of the English 
and Communications Department for nine years (1983-1992). Currently, Dr. Lizotte is the Director of the 
College’s Honors Program, and Director of the Freshman Writing Seminar program. 
 
NANCY LUCCI will earn her Masters in Educational Studies/Counseling Concentration in May 2010. She 
recently accepted the position of Program Director of Early Supports and Services at Gateways Community 
Services where she has worked since 2003. Nancy resides in Londonderry, New Hampshire with her husband 
Alan and their four children. Nancy earned an Associates of Arts at Rivier College in 1994 and is happy to be 
amongst the Rivier College community once again, pursuing her passion. Nancy is registered to begin the 
C.A.G.S. in mental health counseling and school psychology beginning in May 2010. 
 
Dr. MARTIN MENKE received his B.A. from Tufts University, and his M.A. and Ph.D. from Boston College. 
He is Professor of History, Department Coordinator and JYS Chair at Rivier College. His research focuses on 
20th-century German political Catholicism, particularly on the German Center Party of the Weimar Republic. He 
has published many encyclopedia articles, book reviews, and articles on questions of Catholicism and German 
national identity and is working on a monograph concerning the long-term causes of the German Center Party’s 
vote to support the Enabling Act of 1933. 
 
KATHY MORRISSEY is the Administrative Assistant for Academic Advising and has been with Rivier College 
for three years, serving one year in the Division of Nursing as an administrative assistant. 
 
KATHLEEN J. PATENAUDE is the president of the Rivier-St. Joseph Nursing Honor Society. She is an 
Instructor of Nursing at Rivier College with over thirty years of nursing experience. Kathleen has also served the 
public in various roles with a background in critical care. She holds licensure as a registered nurse in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. Kathleen earned a bachelor's degree in nursing and a master's degree in nursing 
education at Rivier. She has had the pleasure of contributing to the community's education of nursing program for 
the last ten years, six of which were spent at Rivier. Her devotion to Rivier College and the Sisters of the 
Presentation began in her high school years as a student at Presentation of Mary Academy in Hudson, New 
Hampshire. Most recently, Kathleen was appointed to be the certified nurse educator (CNE) for the National 
League of Nursing (NLN). 
 
PAULA T. RANDAZZA is the Assistant Vice President for Student Development and Director of Student Life; 
most of the faculty, staff and students within the River community know her as Raz – especially the students she 
advises within the student government association. Raz joined the Rivier community in the fall of 1993; before 
that time she was the Assistant Director of Residential Life at Assumption College in Worcester, MA. She earned 
a Master of Education in Higher Education Administration and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in 
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General Counseling from Springfield College; her Bachelor’s degree in Sociology/Social Work is from the 
Massachusetts College of the Liberal Arts. 
 
Dr. JEROME L. REKART is an Assistant Professor of Education and Psychology and the Director of the 
Behavioral Science Laboratory at Rivier College. He earned his bachelor’s degree in biochemistry from Indiana 
University and his master’s degree and doctorate in psychology (concentration in Brain, Behavior and Cognition) 
from Northwestern University. Before coming to Rivier College in 2006, he was a postdoctoral fellow at the 
McGovern Institute for Brain Research at M.I.T. He has published on a variety of topics related to learning and 
memory. His current research examines 1) how emotions influence information storage in humans and 2) how 
knowledge of the interaction between emotion and memory can inform pedagogy. 
 
Dr. VLADIMIR V. RIABOV is a professor of Computer Science and director of Computer Science Programs at 
Rivier College. He teaches Networking Technologies, Software Engineering, and System Simulation and 
Modeling. His research interests include Computational Algorithms, Complexity Code Studies, Networking 
Software Test Strategies, and Object-Oriented System Design. He received a Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics and 
Physics from Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology and M.S. in Computer Information Systems from 
Southern New Hampshire University. Vladimir worked as a senior researcher and the Deputy Director at the 
Central Aero-Hydrodynamic Institute (TsAGI, Moscow, Russia), taught at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
Daniel Webster College, and the University of New Hampshire, and was a senior software engineer at Newbridge 
Networks Inc. and Nortel Networks Inc. He is a co-founder of the Russian Branch of the Open University of 
Great Britain, and a founder and the Editor-in-Chief of the Rivier Academic Journal. Vladimir is a member of 
ACM, AIAA, IEEE, and MAA. 
 
Originally from Northern Michigan, RUBY ROBBINS graduated from South Hadley High School, South 
Hadley, Mass. She has been living in New Hampshire for over ten years. Nowadays, Ruby is a full-time student at 
Rivier College and will be graduating in May 2010 with a B.A. Individualized Studies with a concentration in 
Psychology. She enjoys writing and creative expression. 
 
KASSIE RUBICO earned a M.A. in Writing and Literature from Rivier College in 2008. She is an Adjunct 
Writing Professor and freelance writer for Coolrunning.com. Kassie has been a guest contributor for The Lowell 
Sun and Chelmsford Independent and is currently working on a collection of creative nonfiction. When not 
writing about reality, she is often running from it. Kassie lives in Chelmsford, Mass. with her husband and three 
daughters. 
 
Dr. NAOMI A. SCHOENFELD is an Assistant Professor of Special Education in the Division of Education at 
Rivier College. 
 
ROBERT SHAFFER, a former New Hampshire resident, now resides in Arlington, MA. His engineering career 
has spanned the underwater world (development of advanced sonar systems and the earliest autonomous 
underwater vehicles) and large radar systems used to keep track of satellites and “space junk”. 
 
Dr. REGINA SHEARER is the Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs at Rivier College. She received 
her Bachelor and Master's of Science in Physics and Bachelor of Arts in French at Shippensburg State Teachers 
College. She received her Masters of Divinity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and an Honorary 
Doctoral Degree from Rivier College. Dr. Shearer is the Executive Pastor of Zion Church Ministries, 
headquartered in Everett, MA, and Dean of the Covenant Christian Bible Institute. 
 
Upon completion of his undergraduate education at Louisiana College, Dr. JOEL L. STAKE began working at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette on his master’s degree during which he first started studying scleractinian 
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corals and developing and interest in teaching. After a shift in research focus to molecular biology and phylo-
genetics, Dr. Stake’s dissertation research focused on understanding the relationships of species of coral from two 
genera found throughout the western Atlantic and Caribbean. Dr. Stake’s research has taken him to places 
throughout the Caribbean, including Belize, Jamaica, and Panama. After completing his doctoral degree at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, he accepted a postdoctoral research position at the University of the Virgin 
Islands located in St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands. There he continued to study the phylogenetic and 
evolutionary relationships of corals. He joined the faculty at Rivier in fall 2008. 
 
JOSEPH T. THOMPSON received an Associates Degree in Physical Therapy from Newbury College and has 
been a practicing therapist for twenty one years. He was an Individual Studies major with a concentration in 
History at Rivier College. He completed his education at Rivier College in December 2009 and will formally 
graduate in spring 2010. Upon graduation, his plan is to attend graduate school to complete a Masters Degree, 
while maintaining the possibility of eventually completing a Ph.D. in History. 
 
AIMEE BURKE VALERAS, Ph.D., LICSW is an adjunct professor at Rivier College for classes in Social 
Work. She also works in clinical and educational roles as a social worker at the Concord Hospital Family Health 
Center with the NH Dartmouth Family Medicine Residency. She received her MSW degree from Boston College 
and her Doctorate in Social Work from Arizona State University. She enjoys reading, writing, swimming, and 
hiking with her family. 
 
Dr. ELIZABETHADA A. WRIGHT is Associate Professor of English and Communications at Rivier College. 
She has a Ph.D. from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, an M.A. from Columbia University and a B.A. from 
Hamilton College. A rhetorical theorist, she writes and publishes on collective memory, material culture, as well 
as nineteenth-century women’s rhetoric and education. Before joining academia, she worked in the professional 
theater, and still participates in the theatre business to some degree. She is also active in her community and has 
published poetry. 
 
BRAD WUORINEN ‘06G is a Graphic Designer in the Office of Marketing & Communications at Rivier 
College. 
 
JEFF WYMAN received a Master of Arts in Writing and Literature at Rivier College in January 2010. His 
poetry has been published or is forthcoming in Calliope Nerve, Breadcrumb Scabs, The Stray Branch, and 
Children, Churches and Daddies. His favorite days involve writing, rain, and muddy trails. 
 
Photography by JODIE ANDRUSKEVICH 
 
 
 


