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JULIA AGRESTO was a writer for Rivier Today. 
 
TAYLOR THERESA ALLARD is currently a Master's candidate in Clinical Psychology at Rivier University. 
Her research interests include women's issues, objectification theory, and anorexia nervosa, prevention of mental 
illness through yoga, and exercise in relation to the development and maintenance of body image and eating 
disorders. Ms. Allard earned her B.A. in Psychology from the University of New Hampshire. 
 
OLGA BENTSMAN KUNDRA BARRON was born in Russia and spent the second half of her childhood in 
New Hampshire. Her interest in photography was first piqued by her family’s purchase of an Olympus OMG 
camera which she took on her hikes around New Hampshire and later to Israel and the Nepal Himalayas. 
Eventually, Olga traded New Hampshire’s White Mountains for the Colorado Rockies, where she lives full time 
with her husband. She is an avid hiker, runner, skier, SCUBA diver and photographer. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier 
University, a Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a 
member. She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She 
is currently Director of the Rivier University Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the 
United States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the 
Armand Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, 
Washington, D.C. Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the 
Deep, and publications of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
Dr. PAUL F. CUNNINGHAM is a tenured Professor of Psychology and currently Dean of Arts and Sciences at 
Rivier University, NH. Dr. Cunningham holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Our Lady of Providence Seminary 
(Warwick, RI), an M.S. in Educational Psychology from Purdue University (W. Lafayette, IN), and a Ph.D. in 
General/Experimental Psychology from the University of Tennessee (Knoxville). His current research interests 
include spirituality in education, the nature of consciousness, transformational learning theory, society and 
animals, and experimental psychology of the unconscious. He is currently writing an introductory textbook of 
transpersonal psychology for use in the college classroom. 
 
SUSAN FEENEY, MS, RN, APRN, NP-C, FNP-BC, is an Assistant Professor with the Division of Nursing at 
Rivier University. Susan received a Bachelor’s Degree in Developmental Psychology from McGill University and 
then received a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing from Texas Woman’s University. She worked primarily as 
maternal-child care nurse in intrapartal units for many years in both academic medical centers and community 
facilities. She held a position at Tufts New England Medical Center as the Unit Educator of their High Risk Intra-
partum Unit. Ms. Feeney received a Masters in Science in Nursing (Family Nurse Practitioner track) from the 
University of New Hampshire in 1983, and has been providing primary care to families since then. Ms. Feeney is 
currently pursuing a Doctorate of Nursing Practice at University of Massachusetts Boston, recently defending her 
doctoral proposal for the capstone project. Her passion to teach nurses led her to Rivier University, where she has 
taught graduate nursing students since 2004. In 2012, she became Director of Graduate Nursing Education within 
the Division of Nursing. 
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After graduating from Boston College Law School, Attorney ERIC A. GENTES spent ten years as a litigation 
attorney, including in private practice where he specialized in complex commercial litigation in state and federal 
courts and the NH Supreme Court, and as a prosecutor in Strafford County NH, where tried dozens of cases, 
including those involving manslaughter, sexual assault, drug and firearm charges, and domestic violence. In 2009, 
Attorney Gentes became the Director of the Criminal Justice Program at Rivier. Attorney Gentes’ interests 
include the Bill of Rights and the problem of overcriminalization as identified by the late William J. Stuntz.  
 
Dr. ELIZABETH A. HARWOOD received her doctorate in Clinical Psychology from The University of 
Montana, after completing a pre-doctoral internship at the University of New Hampshire Counseling Center. She 
is an Assistant Professor of Psychology as well as the Department Coordinator at Rivier University. Dr. Harwood 
has research interests in the teaching of psychology, cognitive and interpersonal vulnerability factors for 
depression, relationship satisfaction, and eating disordered behaviors on college campuses. 
 
MATTHEW INGERSOLL is a senior communications major with a minor in writing at Rivier University. He is 
currently pursuing a career in journalism, aspiring to attend either Emerson College or Northeastern University 
for graduate school in the fall of 2014. Matt has featured published works during two concurrent editorial 
internships with New Hampshire Magazine of Manchester, NH and The Lowell Sun of Lowell, MA. He is also a 
seeking freelance writer in the consumer and literary magazine industries, through the publishing of short stories 
and poetry. Matt currently resides in Hudson, NH with the career goal of becoming a music or entertainment 
journalist. 
 
RONALD MCCLURE’s autobiography: 
On a slow sunny summer Saturday, sitting on my front stoop, I was suddenly inspired to do something about my 
peculiar vision and the repeated remarks, “You see things differently.” I went to the bank, took out my whole life 
savings of $125.00, and bought my first camera, albeit used. I found an intensive course that promised to teach me 
in six weeks all that I would need to know about photography. I promptly proceeded to ruin my first two rolls of 
film. Disappointed but undaunted, I eventually graduated from San Francisco Art Institute and Rhode Island 
School of Design. I was among the first generation of artists to embrace digital technology, being a recipient of a 
scholarship to the Kodak Corporation’s Center for Creative Imaging in Camden, Maine. I have been a recipient of 
a Lilly Endowment Grant for “Sacred Journeys: Twentieth Century Art and Faith” at Loyola Marymount 
University, Los Angeles, CA. I have received awards in juried exhibitions and my mixed media work is currently 
in the collections of the Museum of Biblical Art and the Denver Art Museum. 
 
Dr. BENJAMIN PHILIP is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biology at Rivier University. Dr. Philip 
holds a B.A. in Zoology from Miami University, M.Sc. in Biology from Eastern Michigan University and a Ph. D. 
in Zoology from Miami University. Dr. Philip's research interests fit into the broad scope of physiological 
responses of organisms to environmental stress. He is particularly intrigued by how organisms contend with the 
challenges of winter, especially the rare capacity of some frogs, turtles and insects to tolerate freezing. As a 
teacher and mentor, he strives to enable every student to think like a scientist. 
 
ARIFA GHANI RAHMAN teaches online at Rivier University from Bangladesh where she is an Assistant 
Professor of English at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh. She also freelances as an editor and translator 
when she is not spending time with her two daughters. Arifa likes to boast that she has spent approximately each 
decade of her life on a different continent. 
 
PAULA T. RANDAZZA is the Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs and Director of Student Life; most 
of the faculty, staff and students within the River community know her as Raz – especially the students she 
advises within the student government association. Raz joined the Rivier community in the fall of 1993; before 
that time she was the Assistant Director of Residential Life at Assumption College in Worcester, MA. She earned 
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a Master of Education in Higher Education Administration and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in 
General Counseling from Springfield College; her Bachelor’s degree in Sociology/Social Work is from the 
Massachusetts College of the Liberal Arts. 
 
MARY J. REMILLARD is a Clinical Nurse Manager after spending 15 years in Emergency Medicine at 
Southern New Hampshire Medical Center. She is a recent graduate of Rivier University and a member of Sigma 
Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing. Mary lives in New Hampshire with her husband Steve and 
four children.  The couple love home improvement, travel, and spending time at home with family and friends.  
 
LYRA RIABOV, an associate professor of TESOL, has taught at Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
since 1982. Courses taught in the SNHU Institute for Language Education include Development of Academic 
Listening Comprehension, Development of Academic Reading, Understanding English Grammar II, Development 
of Oral Communication, Development of Essay Writing, Comparative Culture Studies, and Computer Assisted 
Language Learning (CALL). Her ongoing area of research is Technology for Language Education as well as 
Learning English and Cultural Adjustment. The readers can learn more regarding her research, presentations, 
courses she teach, as well as project “Culture Integration in Action” by visiting her web site: 
http://it.snhu.edu/riabovlyra2/Research.htm#Web_Projects. 
 
Dr. AUDREY ROGERS is an Associate Professor in the School of Education at Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) in Manchester, NH. She teaches undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral courses; her specialties 
are educational technology, secondary methods, and leadership. She is co-facilitator of the NH IHE (Institutions 
of Higher Education) Network, a consortium of the 15 educator preparation programs in New Hampshire. She 
earned a Doctorate in Leadership and Learning from Rivier University. Her current research focuses on 
technology and cultural competence in educators. 
 
HILLARY SABBAGH is the coordinator in the Office of Global Engagement. Her primary roles are study 
abroad and international student advising. She received a B.A. in Spanish from Keene State College and a 
Master’s in Education from Rivier University. Hillary has studied and lived abroad in the Dominican Republic, 
Spain, Holland, and Mexico. She enjoys traveling and sharing this passion with others. Hillary grew up in Hollis, 
NH and currently lives in Nashua, NH with her best friend Ali. 
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