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OLGA BENTSMAN KUNDRA BARRON was born in Russia and spent the second half of her childhood in 
New Hampshire. Her interest in photography was first piqued by her family’s purchase of an Olympus OMG 
camera which she took on her hikes around New Hampshire and later to Israel and the Nepal Himalayas. 
Eventually, Olga traded New Hampshire’s White Mountains for the Colorado Rockies, where she lives full time 
with her husband. She is an avid hiker, runner, skier, SCUBA diver and photographer. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier 
University, a Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a 
member. She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She 
is currently Director of the Rivier University Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the 
United States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the 
Armand Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, 
Washington, D.C. Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the 
Deep, and publications of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
RAINA J. ECKHARDT FITZGERALD holds a B.S. in Physics from the University of Massachusetts, a M.Ed. 
in Mathematics Education from Plymouth State University (PSU), and is pursuing a Doctorate of Education at 
PSU. She was a research scientist at the Air Force Geophysics Laboratory and later moved into engineering at 
Digital Equipment Corporation. She subsequently taught for the Catholic Diocese of New Hampshire for 15 
years, and started teaching in higher education in 2000. Raina is a certified NH mathematics and technology 
educator and AP Calculus teacher. Raina is now the Mathematics Program Coordinator at New Hampshire’s 
Manchester Community College. 
 
Dr. ANN M. GAFFNEY is a middle school teacher who is passionate about the learning of children and adults. 
She holds a B.A. in Mathematics from Wellesley College, a M.Ed. in Elementary Education from Lesley 
University, and an Ed.D. in Leadership and Learning from Rivier University. She is currently adjunct faculty at 
Rivier University and Southern New Hampshire University. Dr. Gaffney presents regularly at education 
conferences locally and at the national and international level. Her primary research interests focus on the 
professional development of in-service teachers, particularly in the area of mathematics teaching and learning. 
 
JILL A. HARTMANN, M.Ed., S.A.I.F., is an educational evaluator and experienced teacher. She has been 
directly involved in the field of education for 15 years. As a teacher, Jill has taught most grade levels from 1st 
grade through 8th grade and holds multiple certifications. With her vast teaching experience, she has a wealth of 
knowledge to draw from to help her students. As an educational evaluator, Jill has had the opportunity to work 
with children of all ages to help identify their academic strengths and weaknesses. By recognizing academic 
strengths and weaknesses, her educational experiences can be tailored to promote individual learning. Making the 
connection between evaluation results and appropriate educational interventions is one of her priorities. In her 
reports, she strives to make results and recommendations useful and accessible to both educators and parents. In 
addition, Jill is currently working on her doctoral dissertation. She has also presented in the United States and 
internationally. 
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ROBERT L. HUMPHREY, Ph.D., is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies at Rivier 
University, where he has taught for 18 years. He received a B.A. in Philosophy and English from Stonehill 
College, a M.A. in Religious Studies from the University of Windsor, and a Ph.D., ABD in Old Testament and the 
History of Religion from Vanderbilt University. He completed his Ph.D. with a dissertation on the Gospel of 
Mark under John Fenton of Oxford University. While his main interests have been in Biblical Studies, more 
recently his research has focused on the scriptures of Eastern religions. He enjoys gardening, brewing beer, and 
Patriots football. 
 
Dr. ELIZABETH A. HARWOOD received her doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the University of 
Montana, after completing a pre-doctoral internship at the University of New Hampshire Counseling Center. She 
is an Assistant Professor of Psychology as well as the Department Coordinator at Rivier University. Dr. Harwood 
has research interests in the teaching of psychology, cognitive and interpersonal vulnerability factors for 
depression, relationship satisfaction, and eating disordered behaviors on college campuses. 
 
Dr. TERESA D. MAGNUS is a Professor in the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science at Rivier 
University. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Virginia where she studied geometries coordinatized by 
non-division rings. Dr. Magnus appreciates the value of a liberal arts education from a Catholic college. In 
addition to her seventeen years teaching at Rivier University, she taught for five years at Saint Mary’s College 
and completed her undergraduate studies at the University of Dallas. 
 
ARIFA GHANI RAHMAN teaches online at Rivier University from Bangladesh where she is an Assistant 
Professor of English at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh. She also freelances as an editor and translator 
when she is not spending time with her two daughters. Arifa likes to boast that she has spent approximately each 
decade of her life on a different continent. 
 
Dr. NAOMI A. SCHOENFELD is an Associate Professor at Rivier University. She began her career as a self-
contained teacher for children with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD), before completing a Ph.D. in 
Curriculum and Instruction at Arizona State University. Dr. Schoenfeld’s research interests include response to 
intervention, positive behavior supports in public schools, models of teacher professional development, and at the 
college level, effective teaching and the scholarship of teaching and learning in higher education faculty.  
 
DAN SPEIDEL is the Library Director of The Rivier University Regina Library. 
 
Dr. SARA STETSON holds degrees in psychology, learning disabilities, school psychology, and leadership. She 
has worked as a learning disabilities specialist, consulting teacher, school psychologist, and pupil services 
administrator. Dr. Stetson has taught courses in learning disabilities and assessment at Rivier University for 14 
years. She has written numerous competitive grants for students at risk, positive behavioral supports, digital 
technologies, and Universal Design for Learning. She speaks regularly at various conferences and professional 
development programs on topics such as educational leadership, math and the brain, executive functions, and 
child development. Dr. Stetson’s primary research interests include numerical cognition and brain-based 
education. 
 
MELINDA L. TOURANGEAU is a third-year doctoral student in the Ed.D. Leadership and Learning program 
at Rivier University. Her area of study is the characteristics of technical leadership, and their relationship to 
technical professionals. Ms. Tourangeau has a Bachelors in Electrical Engineering from Georgia Institute of 
Technology, a Masters of Science in Electrical Engineering from the Air Force Institute of Technology, and a 
MBA from Northeastern University. Ms. Tourangeau spent the first part of her professional career as a software 
engineer. After obtaining her MBA, she moved into engineering management. Melinda is employed as a program 
manager at Northrop Grumman Corporation. 
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MARCY A. WINER has been in education for 10 years as a paraprofessional. Since last fall has been enrolled in 
the M.Ed. Program in Early Childhood Education at Rivier University seeking her teaching certification. Marcy 
enjoys working with young children and has been teaching in Kindergarten for many years. She enjoys leading 
the reading groups. Marcy has written a yet unpublished children’s book about a little boy who befriends a 
bumble bee. She hopes to publish that book soon. Most recently, she has begun a campaign to aid homeless 
children and launched the Project DEAR (Donate, Educate, Amaze and Read!). This program collects new and 
gently used books for children in need. In her free time, Marcy enjoys writing, making jewelry, sewing, cooking, 
exercising, and lots of crafting.  
 
LAURA YESU graduated from Rivier University with a B.A. in Psychology and a minor in Social Work. She 
was selected for the Honors program freshman year and achieved academic Dean's list all four years. A four-year 
player and two-year captain of the women's basketball team, she was awarded the GNAC Sportsmanship Award, 
the Unsung Hero Award, the Player’s Award, and the Rivier University Raider Award. Laura grew up in 
Longmeadow, MA with her parents Deane and Nancy Yesu and her two siblings John and Julie. 


