
InSight: RIVIER ACADEMIC JOURNAL, VOLUME 13, NUMBER 1, SPRING 2017

 

Copyright © 2017 by Rivier University. All rights reserved.                   1 
ISSN 1559-9388 (online version), ISSN 1559-9396 (CD-ROM version) 

 
 
DEB BAKER is the Assistant Director of the Regina Library. 
 
CYNTHIA BIANCO received her Bachelor of Science degree in psychology and neuroscience from Syracuse 
University. She is currently a research assistant for Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center (DHMC), psychiatric 
research department. She works on research projects pertaining to serious mental illness in collaboration with 
DHMC, Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth, and Boston University. Cynthia is currently working towards 
her Master of Science degree in clinical psychology from Rivier University. In the future she hopes to earn a PhD 
in behavioral neuroscience and continue doing research. 
 
AMANDA CABOT is an Acquisitions and Serials Librarian at the Regina Library. 
 
Dr. PATRICIA A. COON received her Secondary English Education Degree from Florida Atlantic University in 
1978, teaching students who are gifted until she retired in 2010.  She earned her Master’s Degree in Gifted and 
Special Education from West Virginia University in 1984. Patricia received her doctoral degree in Educational 
Psychology from West Virginia University at Wheeling, WV in 2013. Patricia developed and taught gifted 
coursework for West Virginia University for seven years. She has been at West Liberty University since 2010, 
where she is currently an online adjunct for the College of Education teaching Teaches Human Development, 
Introduction to Special Education, Educational Psychology, Education and Curriculum for the Gifted, and 
Affective and Cognitive Needs of the Gifted. Patricia’s research interests include service-learning, gifted 
underachieving, and gifted with disabilities. 
 
Sr. THERESA COUTURE is an artist in digital and combined media. She received her M.F.A. from Rhode 
Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island; D.Min. in Theology and the Arts from Graduate Theological 
Foundation, South Bend, Indiana (partially coordinated with studies at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
California and the Andover Newton Theological School, Newton, MA); and M.A. and B.A. in English from 
Rivier College. Theresa Couture combines an active studio life with a full professorship in art at Rivier 
University, a Catholic liberal arts institution sponsored by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary of which she is a 
member. She has served as Co-chair of the Department of Art and Music and Director of the Design Program. She 
is currently Director of the Rivier University Art Gallery. Her work on paper has been exhibited throughout the 
United States. Many of her pieces are in private and university collections as well as in the collections of the 
Armand Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, 
Washington, D.C. Her work has appeared in Art New England, Christianity and the Arts, Insight, Face of the 
Deep, and publications of Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA). 
 
TIMOTHY DOHERTY, Ph.D., is Professor and Coordinator of the Department of English at Rivier University, 
where he also directs the campus writing program. He received his Ph.D. in English from the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst in 1996. His scholarship focuses on the integration of dialogue and deliberation in 
college writing instruction. His most recent publication is entitled “Lessons from the Believing Game,” which 
appeared in the Winter-2010 issue of The Journal for the Assembly on Expanded Perspectives on Learning. 
 
MICHAELINE DELLA FERA is a staff member at Rivier University, having previously fulfilled several 
positions. She has a B.A. in Elementary Education, an M.Ed. in Special Education, and a C.A.G.S. in 
Administration and Management. Before joining Rivier University, she was a classroom teacher, and a director of 
special education in Massachusetts. Author of several books, she is currently a Staff Correspondent for The 
Telegraph, writing medical stories. 
 



ABOUT THE AUTHORS  
 

2 

JAMES PATRICK FULFORD is a bright young problem solver who credits God for his achievements. He is 
interested in solving problems using statistics and machine learning, paired with critical thinking the power of 
computers. His hobbies include strategy games, programming in Python, and being out in the woods. After he 
graduates with his B.A. in Mathematics from Rivier University, he plans on attending the University of New 
Hampshire for his Masters in Computer Science. 
 
PATRICIA GARRITY is the Director of Marketing and Communications at Rivier University. 
 
KATHLEEN MACFARLINE is a Reference Librarian at the Regina Library. 
 
MICHELLE MARRONE is a writer for the Rivier Today magazine. 
 
KATRINA PARKHURST is a graduate student in the M.S. Program in Nursing (Family Nurse Practitioner 
Track) at Rivier University and a staff nurse at the General Hospital Cancer Center in Lowell, Mass. She started 
her career as a nursing assistant at the age of 16. Katrina earned her Associate’s degree at age of 29 in 2002, and 
started working at the General Hospital in Lowell, Mass. In May 2013, she earned her Bachelor’s degree in 
nursing from Rivier University. Katrina has served as the Unit Based Council Tri-Chair, as well as on other 
committees. Being certified in Oncology, her goal is to continue specializing in Oncology care after graduation. 
She has three children and one grandchild. 
 
Dr. VLADIMIR V. RIABOV, Professor of Computer Science and Department Coordinator at Rivier University, 
teaches Algorithms, Networking Technologies, Computer Security, Software Engineering, Software Quality 
Assurance, Object-Oriented System Design, System Simulation and Modeling, Numerical Methods, Introduction 
to Computing, and Professional Seminar in Computer Science. He received a Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics and 
Physics from Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology and M.S. in Computer Information Systems from 
Southern New Hampshire University. Vladimir published about 130 articles in encyclopedias, handbooks, 
journals, and international and national conference proceedings, including The Internet Encyclopedia, The 
Handbook of Information Security, The Handbook of Computer Networks, International Journal of Computers 
and Structures, Journal of Spacecraft and Rockets, Journal of Aircraft, Journal of Thermophysics and Heat 
Transfer, Congress Proceedings of International Council of the Aeronautical Sciences, International Symposia on 
Rarefied Gas Dynamics and Shock Waves, International Conferences on Computer Science and Information 
Systems, International Conferences on Technology in Collegiate Mathematics, Conferences of American Institute 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and others. He is a senior member of ACM and AIAA, and a member of IEEE 
and MAA. His hobby is digital photography. Vladimir’s photos have been published in The Bedford Bulletin and 
The Goffstown News. He has also participated in the SNHU Community Art Shows and New Hampshire Art 
Association Photo Exhibitions. 
 
DAN SPEIDEL is the Library Director of The Rivier University Regina Library. 
 
Sr. LUCILLE C. THIBODEAU, p.m., Ph.D., is Writer-in-Residence at Rivier University. A Professor of 
English, she was President of Rivier from 1997-2001. She earned her Ph.D. from Harvard University in 
Comparative Literature and is a Fellow of the American Council on Education. A member of the New Hampshire 
Wildlife Coalition and a board member of Voices of Wildlife in New Hampshire, her current work focuses on 
ethical, political, and legal issues concerning the treatment of wildlife. She presented the current essay at a 
conference on the ethics of eating animals at the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics in July 2016. 
 
Photography by JODIE ANDRUSKEVICH 


